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Re:

Steelhead Regulations in the Rogue River
Native Fish Society/Harvey Young Petition

Dear Chair Finley and Members of the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission:
Jackson County has become aware that the Native Fish Society/Harvey Young has filed with the
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) a petition to amend the regulations
governing fishing of wild winter steelhead in the Rogue River (Petition). It is our understanding
that the Petition seeks to require the release of all wild steelhead caught in the southwest zone,
including the Rogue River. Currently, the regulations permit the limited catch of wild steelhead
along certain portions of the Rogue River during limited parts of the year. We believe that the
regulatory amendment proposed by the Petition would have significant detrimental impacts on the
citizens of our County and, therefore the Petition should be denied.
Jackson County has a long history of being a tourist destination. People travel from around the
world to fish on the Rogue River, including for wild steelhead during the winter season. Requiring
the release of all wild steelhead caught in the Rogue River will dramatically impact the livelihoods
of people dependent on tourism, along with the economic impact of that tourism on the larger
community. Until the dramatic decline in timber harvest experienced by Jackson County is
reversed, our local economy is becoming more and more dependent on tourism. Any negative
impacts on tourism, including the regulatory amendment proposed by the Petition, have significant
impacts on our local economy.
Further, based on the information provided to us, the regulatory amendment proposed by the
Petition is not warranted. The Coastal Multi-Species Conservation Plan (CMCP), from 2014,
found that the population of wild steelhead has persisted for generations while being harvested at
much higher levels than what are currently harvested. Further, the CMCP found that the population
of steelhead is primarily driven by changes in marine survival and that the population is not
significantly impacted by harvest.
As such, consideration of the adoption of further regulations which will likely have an impact on
our local economy and the livelihood of those dependent on harvest, and while not benefiting the
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wild steelhead, is not warranted. Jackson County supports the current regulations allowing for a
limited harvest of wild steelhead over a short time period. Again, we strongly recommend that you
deny the Petition.
We thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on this matter.
Sincerely,
JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ru~,4--Colleen Roberts, Commissioner
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