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On February 24, 2016 at 9:30 a.m., the Jackson County Grand Jury met to consider the officer-involved
shooting that occurred in Medford, Oregon on January 18, 2016. In that incident, Timothy J. Caruthers,
DOB 06/22/1988, was fatally shot by an off duty Medford Police Officer who was pursuing him as a
suspect in an armed robbery that occurred at Sportsman Warehouse.
The Grand Jury was asked to consider whether the actions of the off duty police officer were justified as
a lawful use of deadly force. Oregon Law provides that a person may use deadly physical force against
another person if the person reasonably believes that person is about to use deadly physical force against
the person or another person (ORS 161.219-ORS 161.239).
In deciding the case, the Grand Jury heard testimony from 19 witnesses. Those witnesses included the
off duty police officer, the personnel from Sportsman Warehouse involved in the shoplifting/robbery
case, independent witnesses who observed the incident and the Deputy Medical Examiner. Oregon State
police was the lead agency on the case, and was assisted by members of the Major Assault and Death
Investigation Unit (MADIU). The MADIU team is comprised of detectives from the following: Oregon
State Police, Medford Police, Jackson County Sheriffs, Central Point Police and Ashland Police.

Officer Identified:
Sergeant. Darrell Graham has been with the Medford Police Department for approximately 19 years. He
has worked in patrol and with the K-9 patrol. He was promoted to Sergeant approximately 3 years ago.
Testimony Presented to Grand Jury
The testimony presented to the grand jury established that on January 18, 2016 loss prevention personnel
at Sportsman Warehouse observed Timothy Caruthers in the store. In past incidents employees had
observed suspicious activity in the store involving Mr. Caruthers. When the store employees observed
him they began watching him on a video surveillance system. They observed him pick up merchandise
and move it to other locations within the store. Then they observed him take some gloves and place
them in his jacket pocket. He continued to look around the store. He was then seen placing a cardboard
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box that contained a balaclava (winter hood) inside his jacket. Store personnel continued to observe him
till he passed the registers without paying for any merchandise. The store personnel then contacted him
at the bathrooms and escorted him back inside the store. He was immediately very defiant and
disruptive with the store personnel. He was adamant that he had not taken any store merchandise. As
the store personnel were escorting him back to the loss prevention office he continued to be loud and
uncooperative.
In the loss prevention office, Mr. Caruthers and 4 employees were present in the room. Mr. Caruthers
had a large jacket on and a backpack he was carrying. The loss prevention employee tried to get Mr.
Caruthers to submit to a search of his person. Mr. Caruthers was adamant he did not take anything and
they could not search him. The personnel asked him if they could check him for weapons, he refused.
Mr. Caruthers then pulled a knife out of his pocket and placed it on the bench beside him. The store
personnel continued to try and get Mr. Caruthers to allow a search and he continued to decline. Mr.
Caruthers was told they would call the police. Mr. Caruthers then very quickly grabbed the knife on the
bench and used his teeth to open the blade. He then swung the blade at the four employees telling them
to get out of his way. At least one of the employees yelled “knife”. The employees described Mr.
Carruthers behavior as violent. They believed if they did not get out of Mr. Carruthers way he would
stab one of them. He made a swiping motion with the knife toward more than 1 employee. The
employees raised their hands and allowed Mr. Carruthers to get past them. One employee stayed behind
to phone 911, and the rest of the employees followed Mr. Caruthers out to the hall. The employees all
testified that they heard Sergeant Graham identify himself as a police officer and give clear loud orders
to put the knife down.
Sergeant Graham was off duty and shopping in the store. He noticed a person who he believed was
being taken into custody by store personnel for shoplifting being disruptive and uncooperative. Sergeant
Graham identified himself as a police officer and removed his badge to show Mr. Caruthers the badge.
He told Mr. Caruthers to listen and comply with the store personnel. This seemed to have a calming
effect on Mr. Caruthers and the store personnel were able to take him into an office. Sergeant Graham
then went back to his shopping. A period of time passed and Sergeant Graham could here Mr.
Caruthers yelling that he didn’t take anything. Then Sergeant Graham heard somebody yell he has a
knife. Sergeant Graham started to move toward the office when he saw the store personnel and other
people quickly moving down the hallway. Mr. Caruthers ran down the hallway with the knife out.
Sergeant Graham yelled at him to drop the knife. Sergeant Graham was carrying his duty firearm and at
this point he drew his firearm. Sergeant Graham had to back out of Mr. Caruthers way and Mr.
Caruthers ran past him and started running toward the front door. Sergeant Graham pursued him,
yelling that he was a police officer, drop the knife and telling him that Sergeant Graham was armed. As
Mr. Caruthers ran out of the store, a cardboard box fell from his coat and was retrieved by store
personnel. The box contained the balaclava.
Mr. Caruthers ran across the parking lot, past other businesses and across Highway 62. Mr. Caruthers
was almost struck by a vehicle when he crossed Highway 62. A citizen was leaving the AT&T store and
saw Mr. Caruthers and Sergeant Graham run by. He heard Sergeant Graham say “I have a gun”. He
asked Sergeant Graham if the person had taken something. He stated that Sergeant Graham told him “he
robbed the place”. The citizen then started to run at an angle, thinking he could tackle Mr. Caruthers.
Sergeant Graham said “he has a knife” so the citizen didn’t tackle Mr. Caruthers. As Mr. Caruthers ran
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across the highway with Sergeant Graham following the citizen also ran across the road. When Mr.
Caruthers went between the dumpster and a car in the carwash parking lot, he saw Mr. Caruthers turn
back at them. He said Mr. Caruthers had the knife at his side but raised the knife chest level. He saw
Sergeant Graham then fire two shots.
A number of customers and employees at the Pennzoil/Car Wash business observed the incident from
different viewpoints. A number of those witnesses heard Sergeant Graham giving commands and
identifying himself as a police officer. Some of those witnesses observed the knife in Mr. Caruthers
hand and others did not see if he had a weapon. One witness believed that Mr. Caruthers was clutching
the backpack in front of his chest with both hands. Sergeant Graham and two of the eyewitnesses
observed Mr. Caruthers turn toward Sergeant Graham with the knife being held at chest level. The
distance between Mr. Caruthers and Sergeant Graham at that point was estimated by the witnesses to be
between 3-10 feet. Later when the backpack was examined, no damage from a bullet hole was seen.
In addition to the testimony the Grand Jury was able to view the video surveillance from a number of
different businesses. The Grand Jury viewed the surveillance video taken from inside Sportsman
Warehouse where Mr. Caruthers was contacted by store employees and video from inside the loss
prevention office. The video inside the office also has audio and the grand jury could see exactly what
transpired in the office. The car wash and Pennzoil business also have video that captured the incident
from a number of different angles. In the video from Pennzoil you can see Mr. Caruthers turn with the
knife at Sergeant Graham.
Sergeant Graham testified that it was his intention to follow Mr. Caruthers to assist other officers in
locating him when they arrived. He testified that he kept some distance between himself and Mr.
Caruthers. When Mr. Caruthers ran over by the dumpster, Sergeant Graham was aware of an open field
between the business and Lava Lanes. Sergeant Graham believed Mr. Caruthers would continue
running into that field. When Mr. Caruthers turned toward Sergeant Graham with the knife extended,
Sergeant Graham testified that he believed the suspect was going to use deadly force on him. He
testified that he believed Mr. Caruthers would stab him. At that point Sergeant Graham shot Mr.
Caruthers two times. Sergeant Graham testified that he knew the first shot struck Mr. Caruthers in the
chest. Sergeant Graham did not know whether the 2nd round struck Mr. Caruthers or not. Sergeant
Graham noticed that Mr. Caruthers immediately began to fall. The knife that Mr. Caruthers had was a
Kersah 3” serrated blade with a 4” handle. It was located near his hand when he fell to the ground.
Sergeant Graham held Mr. Caruthers at gunpoint until a patrol officer arrived.
Once a second officer arrived, that officer began performing CPR on Mr. Caruthers. Sergeant Graham
went to the patrol car to obtain first aid supplies. Emergency personnel arrived shortly and determined
that Mr. Caruthers was deceased.
The deputy medical examiner testified that when trying to identify Mr. Caruthers, Sportsman Warehouse
gloves with the tag on them were located in Mr. Caruthers jacket. Mr. Caruthers did not have any
identification on him. At autopsy, Mr. Caruthers was determined to have two gunshot wounds. The
gunshot wound to the chest would have been fatal. The second gunshot wound was to the face. The
bullet entered at the nose and exited at the neck. This wound with immediate medical attention would
not likely have been a fatal wound.
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Use of Force Testimony:
Detective Dube is employed by Oregon State police in the Roseburg area. He has been a police officer
for approximately 11 years. Detective Dube is currently a patrol tactics instructor and use of force
instructor for Oregon State Police. Detective Dube had reviewed Sergeant Grahams training records, the
police reports from this incident and the videos. He testified that a person with a knife can cover a
distance in just a second. He also testified that in the video you can see Mr. Caruthers extend the knife
toward Sergeant Graham and at that point they were at the most 10 feet apart.

Conclusion: The interagency protocols require that a grand jury make the determination as to whether
the officers’ use of force was justified under Oregon Law. The grand jury deliberated for approximately
7 minutes before announcing their decision that the actions of the involved officer in this case were fully
justified and in compliance with Oregon Law. This case was presented to the Jackson County District
Attorney by District Attorney Beth Heckert.

