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Press Release
October 3, 2017
The Sheriff’s office received numerous 911 calls regarding shots fired at 6522 Truax Rd. Central Point.
Wade Phillips lived at that residence with his wife, 3 children and his daughter’s boyfriend. The
investigation revealed that Wade Eugene Phillips shot and killed Cynthia Michelle Phillips on
November 11, 2014. It appears from witness statements and the statements made by Wade Phillips to
mental health experts that he had been using methamphetamine for a number of days. He had a history
of using methamphetamine over a number of years. When he was using methamphetamine he would
become very paranoid, sleep deprived and believe people and the government were watching him and
trying to poison him. On this morning, he said he was going to go outside with his gun to get the
people. Just prior to the altercation he pointed the gun at the 18 year old daughter. Cynthia came to
intervene and he pointed the gun at Cynthia Phillips and she pushed the gun away. They exchanged
words about what he was doing. He brought the gun back toward Cynthia pointing toward her stomach.
It appears from the forensic evidence that she reached for the gun again and he fired the gun.
The witnesses then ran in multiple directions. One child who was 12 at the time was in the kitchen.
Wade Phillips fired the gun in the direction of that child, with the bullet striking near the ceiling. The
child then ran out the front door to a neighbors for help. The 18 year old daughter ran out a back door
toward the garage with her boyfriend at the time and Cynthia and Wade’s 5 year old child. After they
fled through the back interior door and shut it, Wade Phillips fired into that door. They ran to neighbors
houses for assistance as well.
The gun, a 44 caliber Ruger single action six shot revolver was located in the master bedroom on the
bed. The revolver had three fired cartridge casings, two unfired cartridges and one empty chamber.
At approximately 1455 police located Wade Phillips in the crawl space above the house. Wade Phillips
had accessed the crawl space in the garage and fallen asleep in the crawl space. He was taken into
custody without any incident.
Wade Phillips plead guilty to Manslaughter in the First Degree and three counts of Unlawful Use of a
Weapon. He was sentenced by Circuit Court Judge Timothy Barnack to 120 months on the
Manslaughter in the First Degree and a 5 year gun minimum on Unlawful Use of a Weapon, for a total
of 188 months.
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