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MEDIA RELEASE
For immediate release

On January 31 , 20 18 from approximately 2: 15 pm to 5:30 pm, a Jackson County Grand Jury convened
to hear testimony regarding an officer-involved shooting that occurred at the VA Domiciliary on
Thursday, January 25. 2018 at approximately 8:30 am. The Grand Jury was asked to consider charges
against suspect Gilbert Matthew Negrete who survived the shooting, as well as simultaneously consider
whether the actions of the VA police officer were justified as a lawful use of deadly force.
T he Jackson County District Attorney's Office anno unced this morni ng that the grand jury indicted
Gilbert Matthew Negrete for Attempted Assault in the F irst Degree, Unlawful Use of a Weapon. two
counts of Menacing and one count of Disorderly Conduct in the 2nd Degree for the incident involving
Mr. Negrete and the VA Police. The Grand Jury additionally fo und that the officer 's actions were
justified under Oregon law.
Oregon Law provides that a person may use deadly physical force against another person if the person
reasonably believes that person is abo ut to use deadly physical force against the person or someone else
(ORS 161 .219). Additionally, the law specifically provides that a peace officer may use deadl y physical
force when the officer reasonably believes the crime committed by the person was a felony or an attempt
to commit a felony involving the use or threatened use of physical force against a person, or the officer' s
life or personal safety is endangered (ORS 161.239).
In deciding the case. the Grand Jury heard extensive testimony from 15 witnesses. T hose witnesses
included three VA police officers, Jackson County Sheriffs Office detectives, a Use-of-Force instructor,
the suspecr s father, as well as several VA employees and a client of the VA Domiciliary. The Jackson
County Sheriff' s Office was the lead agency on the case and was assisted by members of the Major
Assault and Death Investigation Unit (MADlU). The MADIU team is comprised of detectives from
Medford Po lice Department, the Jackson County Sherif-rs Office, Central Point Police Department, the
Oregon State Police and the Ashland Police Department.
Specific testimony provided to the Grand Jury cannot be publically released at this time, as the criminal
case agai nst Gilbert Matthew Negrete is still pending. Mr. Negrete was treated for a gunshot wound to
the chest and was released from Rogue Regional Medical Center into jail custody on Saturday, January
27th. Mr. Negrete is currently being held on $250,000 bail in the Jackson County Jail. The Jackson
County Circuit Court will schedule a future appearance for Mr. Negrete to be arraigned on the
indictment.
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Interagency protocols require that a grand jury make the determination as to whether the officer's use of
force was justified under Oregon Law. The Grand Jury received over three hours of testimony and
deliberated less than 5 minutes prior to announcing their decision on the indictment as well as that the
actions of the officer were fully justified and in compliance with Oregon Law. The case was presented
to the Jackson County Grand Ju ry by Senior Deputy District Attorney L aura Cromwell. She will also be
the prosecutor handling the criminal case against Mr. Negrete.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Laura Cromwell, Senior Deputy District Attorney
(54 1) 774-8181 , ext. 3936

