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The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced this morning that after a thorough
review of the evidence collected by the Rogue Ri ver Police Depa1tment and the Med ford Police
Department, as a part of the Serious Traffic Accident Reconstruction team (STA R), concerning
the death of pedestrian, C laudia Townsend, date of birth 04/1 2/1943, no criminal charges will be
filed. After reviewing the evidence, there is insuffi cient evidence to support proof beyond a
reasonable doubt that Susan Alleman. the driver of the vehicle that struck Ms. Townsend and
caused her death, acted in a reckless or criminally negligent manner.
On June 13, 20 18, at approximately 10:54 am, officers responded to a report that a pedestrian
had been struck by a Dodge pick-up truck in Rogue Ri ver, Oregon. Ms. Alleman was the driver
of the p ickup and Ms. Townsend was a pedestrian crossing the street. Ms. Alleman stopped at a
four-way intersection before making a left turn onto West Main Street. Ms. Townsend was
crossing the street approximately forty feet from the crosswalk whe n she was struck by Ms.
Alleman's vehicle. Ms. Townsend was transported to Three Ri ver' s Hospital in Grants Pass.
where she was prono unced deceased approximately two hours later.
Several bystanders were interviewed at the scene. None of the bystanders witnessed the collision
occur. Some of the witnesses described hearing a loud crash or banging noise.
Ms. Alleman told police that after she made a left turn, she saw Ms. Townsend in front of her
and slammed on her brakes. Ms. Alleman stopped immediately. According to officers on scene,
Ms. Alleman was in a visibly emo tional state. Ms. Alleman denied using her cell phone at the
time of the crash. Ms. Alleman submitted to an examination by a Drug Recognition Expert who
determined that Ms. A lleman was not under the influence of intoxicants. Ms. Alleman also
provided a urine sample which came back negati ve for the presence of controlled substances.
Officers found no evidence that Ms. Alleman was using her cell phone or was otherwise
distracted at the time of the crash. Jnvestigating officers noted an inflatable bear near the
intersection that may have been a v isual obstruction for Ms. Alleman.
It was determined that Ms. Alleman was not intoxicated or distracted. The events of that day
were a terrible traged y. However, they do not rise to the level of crimi nal cond uct.
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