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The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office announced this morning that Shayna Joy Stanford was
found guilty by a twelve-person jury on all five counts she was indicted on. The charged crimes she was
convicted of were two counts of Fleeing or Attempting to Elude, Driving under the Influence of
Intoxicants, Menacing, and Resisting Arrest.
On January 7, 2019, Stanford was stopped for swerving out of her lane of travel while driving. Given
her erratic driving, a deputy believed she was driving under the influence of intoxicants. When the
deputy activated his overhead lights to stop the defendant, Stanford accelerated away from the deputy
until she got home. Stanford got out of her car and went inside her house. The deputy, along with his
backup, arrived at her house moments later. Both deputies walked up to the house and saw her pacing
back and forth inside. One deputy saw Stanford take what appeared to be an assault rifle from behind a
wall and point it at both deputies, who then took evasive action in fear of being shot. Deputies started
giving Stanford commands and eventually were able to negotiate her surrender without further incident.
It was later found that the assault rifle was an all-black pellet gun in the style of an SKS assault rifle. On
November 20, 2019, Stanford went to trial and was found guilty on all counts. On top of finding
Stanford guilty on all counts, the jury wrote a note to the Judge presiding over the case, Judge David
Hoppe, asking him to thank the Deputies involved. Specifically, the note stated, “Please praise cops for
not shooting her. From every juror.”
On November 27, 2019, Stanford was sentenced by Judge Hoppe. She received 18 months supervised
probation and 30 days jail. While she is on probation, she is not to use intoxicants. Furthermore, her
license is suspended for one year. During sentencing, Judge Hoppe read the jurors’ note and reiterated
how lucky she is to be alive today. During sentencing, he focused on her lack of criminal history and
stated he hopes to never see her in his chambers again for criminal activity.
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