Jackson County Sheriff’s Office
Every day, scammers
are targeting seniors.
These con artists can
be incredibly
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manipulative and
convincing, tricking
many seniors into
paying hundreds or

The simplest way to speak to a
deputy is to call dispatch. You will
receive a call back as soon as a
deputy is available.

thousands of dollars.

Don’t be a victim!

Tips to help seniors
recognize and avoid
common scams

PHONE SCAMS


Scammers will pose as public
servants such as police officers,
court officials, or government
investigators. They may tell you
that you have an arrest warrant
for missing jury duty or failing to

Scams Target Seniors
A recent report estimated that
older Americans lose $36.5 billion*
each year to financial scams and
abuse. With more seniors using
technology such as the internet
and smartphones, scammers are
finding even more opportunities.
Prevention is the key—once you
give money to a scammer, it is
nearly impossible to get it back!
In this brochure, we list some
common scams, but be aware that
the tactics will change. When in
doubt, hang up your phone or turn
off your computer. Most
importantly, don’t send money!
Source: The True Link Report on Elder Financial Abuse, 2015



pay taxes, and then demand

ONLINE SCAMS

payment to avoid jail.



on online dating sites. Over

Scammers may call pretending to

time, they will begin asking for

be a young relative traveling out

money to help with expenses or

of the country. They will say

emergencies.

they are in trouble and ask for

money to get out of jail or to
help them return to the U.S.


Scammers may call and say you
have won a prize. If they ask for
any money up front, it is a scam!

Scammers will befriend seniors



Scammers will send emails
impersonating the IRS or other
government agencies. They will
demand payment, or threaten
to seize your property or bank
account.

REMEMBER:
Scammers can easily find information about you on the internet, including your name, address,
and names of family members. They will use this information to convince you that they are
legitimate.
Be wary if someone asks to be paid by wire transfer, money order, or prepaid gift cards. This
should be a huge red flag!
If you have questions, give us a call. Our contact information is on the back of this brochure.

