Jackson County Wolf Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
August 21, 2019

Members Present: Ted Birdseye, Greg Roberts, Bob Strosser, and Randy Wolf
Members Absent: Glenn Eary, Derek Kane (unexcused), and Star Priester
Staff Present: Andy Swanson, Jackson Baures, and Rebecca Ward
Commissioner Liaison: Bob Strosser
Guests Present: Steve Niemala, Lin Bernhardt, John Stephenson, Sam Dodenhoff, and Paul Wolf

I.

Call to Order
Chair Randy Wolf called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. A quorum was established.

II.

Committee Business
Approval of the Meeting Minutes
Greg Roberts made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from May 13, 2019. The motion was seconded and
approved as presented. Those who voted aye: Ted Birdseye, Greg Roberts, Bob Strosser, and Randy Wolf.
Greg Roberts made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from June 27. The motion was seconded and approved
as presented. Those who voted aye: Ted Birdseye, Greg Roberts, Bob Strosser, and Randy Wolf.

III.

Milmar Wolf Proof Fence Project
John Stephenson reported that a total of $43,000 had been contributed towards the Milmar fence project, including
$25,000 from Fish and Wildlife, $12,000 from the Wolf Advisory Committee and $6,000 from Klamath Siskiyou
Wildlands. He reviewed several bids and explained that the project is approximately $4,700 short of being
completely funded. He asked if the Committee would consider providing the additional amount from the extra grant
funds they recently received. A meeting has been scheduled with Jackson Baures and Randy White to discuss how
the funding will be allocated. Ted asked if there could be a sign installed to give credit to those who have contributed.
In response to a question, Mr. Stephenson described the components of the fence. He explained that the contractor
would be ready to start in a couple of weeks. Prior to construction, the property owner will be required to sign an
agreement that includes provisions for both the landowner and the State relating to the construction, operation, and
maintenance of the fence. Discussion was held regarding the building materials and construction methods planned
for the project.
Members made suggestions regarding how to obtain the rest of the funding needed to complete the fence project.
In response to a question, Ted Birdseye explained he was unable to pay the remaining balance, but Oregon Wild
had expressed some interest in helping. John Stephenson indicated he would inquire with Oregon Wild. He noted
if the project ends up short on funds, some of the energizers could potentially be installed at a later date.

IV.

Non-Lethal Workshop Update
Chair Wolf reviewed the agenda for the Non-Lethal workshop in detail (Attachment A). Commissioner Strosser
explained he would be addressing some of the issues in the County and planned to ask questions as the basis for his
comments. Members shared some thoughts about what they would like Commissioner Strosser to include. Lin
Bernhardt asked him to share about the importance of using non-lethal methods to protect animals.
Paul Wolf reported that he was in the process of hiring a non-lethal specialist, who he hoped could be introduced at
the upcoming workshop. He explained that additional funding was coming in which would support full-time work,
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but if they could continue receiving funding from the Committee it would show that more folks have skin in the
game.
Steve Niemala distributed a flyer (Attachment B) and offered to sign up anyone who wanted to attend. Alternately,
folks could go to Eventbrite/JacksonCounty to sign up or call Fish and Wildlife. Mr. Niemala reported there were
currently 33 people signed up, but the facility could accommodate up to 200.
Members discussed how they were promoting the event and whether the event should be filmed. Ted Birdseye
reported that Southern Oregon University had expressed some interest in filming. Jackson Baures explained that 5
o’clock Marketing had filmed the previous workshop and did a good job posting clips. He agreed to follow up and
see if they were available.
V.

Grant Funds
Chair Wolf announced that Jackson County was earmarked to receive additional funding based on the amount
previously received. Jackson Baures distributed a copy of an ODA email that outlined the award (Attachment C)
and asked whether any counties planned to use the funds for fencing projects. He explained any new fencing projects
moving forward would require a cultural resource survey that takes several months to complete; however, the
requirement shouldn't apply to the Milmar fence because it will be constructed on the footprint of a previously
existing one.
Paul Wolf asked the Committee to consider allocating funds for Wildlife Services. He explained that they were also
receiving a contribution from Klamath County towards the non-lethal specialist, and they were hoping to have
another partner to supplement those funds. The non-lethal specialist’s availability would be based on the support
received from each area. Jackson Baures explained that Mr. Wolf did a very good job reporting on the activities and
times the person was used last year.
Discussion was held regarding how to best allocate the funds and whether to table the decision until the full
Committee could be convened. There was also a consensus that funds needed to be available if there are additional
expenses for the workshop or if new equipment needs to be purchased. Mr. Baures reminded everyone that the
funds have to be expended by January 31.
Ted Birdseye asked everyone not to refer to the fence project as “Ted Birdseye’s” fence. He explained that the fence
would be a wolf deterrent and should be referred to as such. After discussion, the Committee decided to call it the
Milmar Wolf Proof Fence.
Greg Roberts made a motion to allocate $3,000 towards the Milmar fence project (contingent on the cultural
resources requirement) and $5,000 to Wildlife Services, leaving $5,000 unallocated until after the workshop
concludes. Commissioner Strosser seconded the motion. Those who voted aye: Chair Wolf, Greg Roberts,
and Commissioner Strosser. Ted Birdseye abstained. The motion was approved as presented.

VI.

Roundtable Updates
Ted Birdseye asked for clarification on the last two sentences in the Review of Depredation Applications section of
the May 13 meeting minutes. Mr. Stephenson explained that the rule he had referenced was supposed to apply to
livestock, not dogs, as they don’t want to provide compensation for livestock that are out on allotment beyond their
authorized dates.
In response to a question, Jackson Baures confirmed he had received Mr. Birdseye’s depredation compensation
applications.
Steve Niemala announced they were working towards hiring a dedicated wolf biologist for Southern Oregon in the
next few months.
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VII.

Upcoming Meeting Dates
A list of potential meeting dates in the month of October was provided by County staff (Attachment D). Members
decided to hold off on scheduling the October meeting until after the workshop concluded.

VIII.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by: Rebecca Ward, Committee Support
Next Regular Meeting: TBD
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WOLF UPDATE AND PREDATOR DETERRENCE WORKSHOP
Putting Tools in the Hands of People to Protect Livestock
Jackson County Fairgrounds, Mace Building, 1 Peninger Rd., Central Point, OR

DAY 1 - September 7, 2019, 8:30AM-5:00PM
8:00

Doors Open

8:30

Welcome

•

Randy Wolf, Moderator and Jackson County Wolf Advisory Committee Chair

•

Bob Strosser, Jackson County Commissioner

8:45
•

Agency Updates
Jim Biddle, Commissioner, Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission, State of Oregon wolf
perspective

•

John Stephenson, USFWS Wolf Coordinator, Federal WolfManagement

•

Steve Niemela, ODFW ROWD Wildlife District Biologist, Implementation of the Oregon
Wolf Conservation and Management Plan in Jackson County

9:45

Case Study #1 -The Wood River Wolf Project

•

Suzanne Stone, Wolf and Livestock Coexistence Specialist

•

Larry Schoen, farmer and four-term County Commissioner in Blain County, ID

10:30 Break
10:45 Non-lethal Tools
•

Nate Libel, ODFW Assistant Wolf Coordinator, bone pile removal

•

Karin Vardaman, Working Circle, range riders

12:00 Lunch
1:00

Non-lethal Tools (cont.)

•

Paul Wolf, Wildlife Services, techniques and assistance in Jackson County

•

Alexandra P. Few, Ph.D. Wildlife Services, Wildlife Biologist

2:00
•

Case Study #2
Cameron Krebs, Eastern Oregon rancher, on the ground implementation

3:30AM Break
4:00
•

Panel Discussion
All Presenters

5:00

Workshop Wrap-up

5:30

Dinner Served

DAY 2- September 8, Site Visit, 9 AM to 12:00 PM
1328 Bigham-Rrown Rd., Eagle Point, OR

9:00
•

Welcome and Introductions
Randy Wolf, WolfR.anch owner

•

Suzanne Stone, Coexistence Specialist

•

Paul Wolf, District Supervisor, Wildlife Services

•

Nate Libel, Assistant Wolf Biologist, Oregon Department ofFish and Wildlife

9:30
•

Assessing the Landscape and How Predators See Opportunity
Suzanne Stone, et al
The Right Tool in the Right Place
Obtaining and Managing Tools
Managing Livestock
Timing (changing it up)
Getting Help

12:00 Wrap-up

Note: Please bring good outdoor shoes, binoculars, sunscreen, hat and water.

Predator Det errence Workshop
Putting tools in the hands of people to protect livestock.

Workshop on September 7~h, 2019 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Jackson County Fairgrounds, Mace Building, Central Point, OR
Free BBQ dinner provided by
the Jackson County Stockmen's Association and the Watchable WildJife Foundation

Field demo on September 8th, 2019 9:00 AM-12:00 PM
1328 Bigham-Brown Road, Eagle Point, OR
The status of wolves in Oregon
The benefits and challenges of non-lethal deterrents
Case studies where non-lethal strategies have succeeded
Resources for protecting livestock from predators in SW Oregon

On the ground implementation

Additional information and tree registration (required by 9/4/2019) at:
https:/Jiacksoncounty.eventbrite.com/

Or caU ODFW at (541)826-877 4
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Rebecca Ward
Jackson Baures
Tuesday, August 20, 2019 8:06 AM
Rebecca Ward
FW: Re: Federal Wolf Grant Update

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Hi Rebecca,

As an update from the email last week, please forward this to the CWAC. We can review it during the meeting
tomorrow.
Thanks,
Jackson Baures, MM, GCPH, REHS
Jackson County Public Health Division Manager
],40 S. Holly St.
Medford, OR 97501
ph: 541-774-8039
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From: Jason M Barber [mailto:jbarber@oda.state.or.us]
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 3:40PM
To: Stephanie Williams <Stephanie.Williams@malheurco.org>; Kim Ross <Kim.Ross@malheurco.org>; Schachtschneider,
Christopher Lee <Chris.Schacht@oregonstate.edu>; Brenda Snow Potter <bsnowpotter@co.wheeler.or.us>; Carmen
Oakes <carmenoakes61@gmail.com>; Laurie Wright <wrightl@grantcounty-or.gov>; Jim Hamsher
<hamsherj@grantcounty-or.gov>; Shelley Burgess <sburgess@union-county.org>; lani Hickey
<lhickey@co.klamath.or.us>; Jackson Baures <BauresJB@jacksoncounty.org>; Roberta lutcher
<rlutcher@co.morrow.or.us>; Melanie Boozenny <mboozenny@co.lake.or.us>; Susan Roberts
<sroberts@co.wallowa.or.us>; hmartin@bakercounty.org
Cc: Lauren Henderson <lhenderson@oda.state.or.us>
Subject: EXT: Re: Federal Wolf Grant Update

Dear County Wolf Program Partners,
There is one more piece of information I need to share with you.
I need to check to see if any county is anticipating using their federal prevention funds for any permanent
fencing project? According to USFWS, any such project now requires a cultural resource review and
survey. These surveys can end up costing several thousands of dollars and the compliance process can take
several months. Please let me know if any county is planning on such a project, otherwise such a project will be
ineligible for reimbursement.
Thank you

Jason M. Barber
Program Area Director
1

Internal Services and Consumer Protection
Oregon Department of Agriculture
503-986-4767
jbarber@oda.state.or.us

On Aug 19, 2019, at 2:22PM, Jason M Barber <jbarber@oda.state.or.us> wrote:
Dear County Wolf Program Partners,
Good news. It appears that the USFWS will be able to "pre-date" their recent federal wolf
prevention grant, which will allow ODA to use the $65,000 worth of state funds awarded for
prevention back in April2019, as matching state funds for this recent federal prevention
grant. This will allow ODA to grant these federal funds out the first week of September 2019.
I will keep you all posted as we progress.
Thank you all for your patience in this matter.
Sincerely,

Jason M. Barber
Program Area Director
Internal Services and Consumer Protection
Oregon Department of Agriculture
503-986-4767
jbarber@oda.state.or.us

On Aug 12,2019, at 10:09 AM, Jason M Barber <ibarber@oda.state.or.us>
wrote:
Dear County Wolf Program Partners,
This email is in follow-up to my previous email dated 8/8119, regarding the
Federal Wolf Grant Award to Oregon/ODA for $76,000.
We have just found out from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that the
$76,000 federal wolf grant that was just awarded to Oregon/ODA has a revised
grant project period of 9/1/19 through 8/31120. This may mean that the $63,900
state general fund grant awards made back in April of2019, may not be able to be
considered as "state matching funds." We are waiting for a final determination
from USFWS, hopefully later this week. If we cannot use the previously awarded
state funds as a match, this means we will have to allocate state funds from the
new biennial budget, which will reduce the amount of prevention funds that will
be available in the Spring of 2020 and 2021. We may have to opt to wait in
awarding these funds until the Spring of 2020. and try to request a revised end
date of somewhere near 1/31121.
2

I will update all of you once I hear what USFWS decides.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and sorry for speaking to soon
regarding being able to award these funds now.

Jason M. Barber
Program Area Director
Internal Services and Consumer Protection
Oregon Department of Agriculture

503-986-4 767
jbarber@oda.state.or.us

On Aug 8, 2019, at 3:40PM, Jason M Barber
<ibarber@oda. state. or. us> wrote:
Dear County Wolf Program Partners,
I have some great news to share. We just heard from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that Oregon will be receiving
100% of its Federal Wolf Grant request of$76,000.
This means that we will be receiving $11,000 for direct
compensation, which will be awarded to County wolf programs in
the spring of2020, and $65,000 of prevention, which ODA can
award within the next few weeks (or whenever we get the green
light that the federal funds are available to draw down on.) We
have already awarded $63,900 of state General Funds, which will
be used as the 50% match for these newly acquired federal
prevention funds.
As mentioned earlier this spring, my intention is to basically match
the amount of prevention funds yom county received earlier this
year. For example, Malheur will receive an additional prevention
grant award of $500, Umatilla will receive $14,000 for prevention,
Wheeler will receive $1,500 and so forth. Please remember this is
prevention grant funding and can only be used for those prevention
techniques you listed on yom claim application back in March of
2019. The funds need to be used by January 31,2020.
Please let me know ASAP if any of the listed scenarios apply to
your county:

•
•

You do not want the additional match of federal prevention
grant funds sent to your county;
You have not used your initial prevention grant funds and
do not plan on using them this year:
3

Please don't hesitate to be pro-active and notify me ASAP if you
need to refund your prevention funds. This will not, in any way,
be held against you in future grant periods. This will actually
allow ODA to redirect those funds to a county program that is
being hit hard by wolf depredation, rather than have to refund
those unused funds back to the USFWS.
I would like to ask that each of you respond to this email
confirming your receipt of this email and that you are ok with
receiving a matching federal prevention grant payment within the
next few weeks.
As always, thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Jason M. Barber
Program Area Director
Internal Services and Consumer Protection
Oregon Department of Agriculture

503-986-4767
jbarber@oda.state.or.us

2019 Awards
County
Malheur
Umatilla
Wheeler
Grant
Union
Klamath
Jackson
Morrow
Lake
Wallowa
Douglas
Baker

Direct Comp.
0
$500
0
$450
$1,303
$4,190
$6,200
0
0
$5,760
0
$10 634

Missine

Totals

$29,037

Totals
$900
$19 207

Admin
$400
$600
$100
$400

$6 889
0
$5 891

Prevention
$500
$14 000
$1,.500
$2,000
$2,500
$3,900
$13,000
$1,000
$1,000
$15,000
0
$9 500

0
0
$400
0
0
0
$495

$2,850
$3,803
$8,090
$19,200
$1,400
$1,000
$27 649
0
$26,520

$16,887

$63,900

$2 395

$112,219

$4,107
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0

$1 ,~00

County Wolf Advisory Committee
Date Options for October Meeting
•
•
•
•

October 22
October 24
October 29
October 30

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20240

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/AES/DBTS/BBS/070446

JUl. J 9 ZOJ9
Memomndum
To;

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Regional Director, Portland, OR
Regional Director, Albuquerque, NM
Acting Regional Director, Bloomington, MN
Regional Director, Lakewood, 0

From:

Principal Deputy Director

Subject:

Wolf Livestock Loss Demonst ati n Project:
Fiscal Year 2018 Award Cone
tee and Approval

This memorandum is to infonn you of my review and approval of Ecological Services' final
award recommendations for the Fiscal Year (FY)2018 Wolf Livestock Loss Demonstration
Pmjcct Grant Program made in accordance with the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of
2009 (P .L. II 1-11 ). The Wolf Livestock Loss Demonstration Project awards funding through a
competitive process to States and Tribes to ( 1) assist livestock producers in undertaking
proactive, non-lethal activities to reduce the risk of livestock loss due to predation by wolves and
(2} oompensate livestock producers for livestock losses due to such predation. The authorization
language requires a Federal cost-share not to exceed 50 percent and funds to be expended
equally between the two purposes.
States and Tribes are eligible to compete for either prevention or compensation grants, or both.
Depredation compensation proposals are evaluated based on the extent of depredation of
livestock by wolves, program evaluation and record keeping, and commitment to reporting and
coordination. Depredation prevention proposals are evaluated bused on the level of non-lethal,
proactive techniques employed to reduce wolf-livestock interactions and the level of public
outreach nnd coordination.
Congress appropriated $I miiJion to support this project as part of the Department of Interior
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2018. After retaining $100,000 in funding to support
administration of the program, Ecological Services recommends awarding $900,000 to eight
States and one Tribe in four regions as follows.
Depredation Compensation Grant Awards:
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received proposals from eight States requesting
a total of$570,060in depredation compensation funding. The Service is awarding full
funding to five States and partial funding to three States totaling $450,000.

FWS Office
Portland, OR

FWS Legac:y
Region

State

Amount Funded

Idaho*

$90,000

Oregon

$11,000

Washington•

$14,330

Arizona

$80,000

New Mexico

$80,000

3

Minnesota
Wisconsin*

$54,670
$90,000

6

Montana

$30,000

1

Albuquerque,
NM

Lakewood,

2

co

Bloomington,
MN
Lakewood,

co

$450,000

Total
*indicates partial funding awarded
Depredation Prevention Grant Awards:

The Service received ten proposals from seven States and one Tribe requesting a total of
$695,450 in depredation prevention funding. The Service is awarding full funding to
three States and partial funding to three States and one Tribe totaling $450,000.
-

FWSOffice

FWS Legacy
Re2ion

Portland, OR

1

State
Oregon
Washington*

Amount Funded
$65,000
$90,000

Arizona*

$50,000

New Mexico

$60,000

White Mountain
Apache*

$23,330

3

MiMesota

$71,670

6

Montana•

$90,oo0

Albuquerque,
NM

Lakewood,

co

2

Albuquerque,
NM

BlooDiington,
MN
Lakewood,

co
Total

$450,000

3

•indicates partial funding awarded
On December 28, 2017, the U.S. Department of Interior issued Guidance for Financial
Assistance Actions Effective in Fiscal Y~ar 201 S, establishing a i.iert=U re~iew process for
the approval of discretionary grants and cooperative agreements. Grants to States and
Tribes with an award ceiling of less than Sl 00,000 must be reviewed and may be
approved by bureau directors. Thus, this joint concurrence-approval memo serves as
both the Director's program-specific award concUITence and the Director's review and
approval of financial assistance actions. The data elements required by the Department
of Interior's financial assistance review process are provided in the attachment
If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Ms. Chun-Xue Ren,
Orief, Branch ofBudset ~d Support, at (703) 358-2441.

