COVID‐19 UPDATE May 17, 2020
WORLD (5/17/20, per Johns Hopkins)
USA (5/17/20, per Johns Hopkins)
OREGON (5/16/20, per OHA)
JACKSON COUNTY(5/17/20, per JC HHS)

CASES

FATALITIES

4,686,012
1,477,815
3,612
50

313,127
89,023
137
0

(Note: The above numbers are current at the time of release, but continue to change
constantly.)
PRESS RELEASE ON BEHALF OF JACKSON COUNTY
If you have any questions, or would like an interview, please reach out to the contact
listed below.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 17, 2020
CONTACT:
Commissioners Colleen Roberts
Jackson County Commissioner Board Chair
(541) 774-6117
RobertCL@JacksonCounty.org
Jackson County Expresses Concern with Restrictions Placed by Governor Brown on
Use of CARES Act Funds.
They ask other County Commissioners & State Legislators to help push back.
[Medford, Oregon] — May 17, 2020, In a letter to County Commissioners across Oregon
and each member of the Oregon State Legislators the Jackson County Board of
Commissioners are questioning the restrictions on using Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security (CARES) Act funding for small business relief grants or economic
recovery programs. “First we had to fight to get the funding out to rural Counties after
Portland and Multnomah and Washington Counties received their distribution directly,”
says Colleen Roberts, Chair of Jackson County Board of Commissioners. “Now we have
to fight to be able to use the funds the way they were clearly intended when given by the
Federal Government for rural Counties.”
Earlier this week in a conversation with Governor Brown, it became clear that the rules
were changing for the 34 Counties that did not get direct funding. The Board of
Commissioners shared in the Letter; what do we take away from the recommendation
that Multnomah and Washington Counties, and the City of Portland, should use 25
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percent of their $246,800,000 (or $61,700,000) received for business and worker relief
programs while the rest of us warrant exactly $0 for those purposes?
The Jackson County Board of Commissioners are asking what were the specific policy
considerations contemplated when Governor Brown, Speaker Kotek, and Senate
President Courtney decided that two-thirds (67.2 percent) of the population of Oregon in
the remaining 34 counties should specifically be excluded from using the CARES Act
funding for small business relief grants or economic recovery programs?
“The hits keep on coming from Salem to rural Oregon,” adds Bob Strosser, Jackson
County Commissioner. “Congress clearly intended that these funds be made available to
help adequately respond to the public health costs AND to assist businesses and workers
during this pandemic, and our businesses need this help now!”
“The CARES Act spelled out that this funding can be used for expenditures related to the
provision of grants to small businesses to reimburse the costs of business interruption
caused by required closures. Multnomah County, Washington County and the City of
Portland can freely spend these funds on as many of these programs they deem necessary
to help affected businesses. Under this draft proposal, smaller counties will get ZERO
CARES Act funding to spend on any of these absolutely vital programs. I can state
unequivocally, creating such an egregious disparity was NOT the intent of Congress,” says
Rick Dyer, Jackson County Commissioner. “We are asking the County Commissioners
and State Legislators to help in representing the people of the rest of Oregon, and to call
on the Governor to make this right and enable us to help our businesses before it’s too
late.”
For more information please contact Colleen Roberts, Chair of Jackson County Board of
Commissioners, at (541) 774-6117 or at RobertCL@JacksonCounty.org.
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