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COVID-19 Update December 23, 2020
WORLD (12/23/20, per Johns Hopkins)
USA (12/23/20, per Johns Hopkins)

CASES

78,437,021
18,364,615

FATALITIES

OREGON (12/22/20, Per OHA)
105,073
JACKSON COUNTY (12/23/20, per JCHHS)
5,460
TOTAL ACTIVE/INFECTIOUS CASES – JACKSON COUNTY (12/23/20, per JC HHS) - 757

1,725,311
324,905
1,382
63

(Note: The above numbers are current at the time of release but continue to change constantly)
PRESS RELEASE ON BEHALF OF JACKSON COUNTY
If you have any questions, please reach out to the contact listed below.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 23, 2020
For media interview requests, please contact Chad Petersen at 541-774-7824. Interviews will be scheduled
with Dr. Jim Shames, Jackson County Medical Director.
Chad Petersen, Environmental Public Health Manager- Jackson County Public Health
(541) 774-7824 - petersca@jacksoncounty.org
Jackson County COVID-19 Daily Press Release
[Medford, Oregon] —Jackson County Public Health reports 48 new COVID-19 cases as of 12:01 am on
December 23, 2020. This update brings the total reported COVID-19 cases in Jackson County to 5,460.
Additionally, Jackson County Public Health reports one new COVID-19 death, bringing the total deaths to 63.
Jackson County's 63rd COVID-19 death is an 87-year-old man who tested positive on November 13 and died on
December 21 at Rogue Regional Medical Center. He had underlying conditions.
For additional COVID-19 data, visit the COVID-19 Data Dashboard at Situation in Jackson County, Oregon
webpage. The Oregon Health Authority's COVID-19 Data Dashboard website does publish Jackson County
COVID-19 data.
Jackson County Public Health is investigating a COVID-19 outbreak associated with the Jackson County
Sheriff's Office. Jackson County Public Health began investigating this as a potential outbreak on December
15, 2020. The Jackson County Sheriff's Office remains a collaborative partner with Jackson County Public
Health, and they continue to implement strategies to prevent the spread of COVID-19 within the organization. At
this time, there are 13 cases linked to this outbreak. This is an ongoing investigation, and for continued
information, please access the Oregon Health Authority's Weekly Outbreak Report.
How the COVID-19 Vaccine Will Be Distributed
For the most recent information on the vaccine's availability, it is best to visit the Oregon Health Authority
COVID-19 Vaccine website.
COVID-19 vaccines are 95% effective and have undergone rigorous safety testing. Vaccination gives us hope
that the pandemic will end. Our best protection from COVID-19 will be a combination of getting a COVID-19
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vaccine, wearing a mask, staying at least 6 feet away from others, avoiding crowds, and washing your hands
often. No one tool alone is going to stop the pandemic.
The vaccine is currently not available to the general population; Oregon is in the 1A phase of distribution.
As the Oregon Health Authority and community partners work to make vaccines widely available, the fastest
way to get our schools, businesses, and communities back open is to keep working together. We're going to
have to continue to use the tried-and-true methods we know to stop the spread of this disease: wear a face
covering, limit group size, keep distance, wash hands and stay home when sick.
Oregon's Phase 1A COVID-19 Vaccine Plan and Recommended Sequencing aligns with the federal Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
guidelines for broad groups to be included in the initial phase of vaccine distribution.
The plan also creates a framework for distributing and sequencing COVID-19 vaccines throughout Oregon
based on equity, individual, environmental, and activity factors that put people more at risk for contracting or
spreading the virus or experiencing serious health consequences from the virus.
•

•

•

Phase 1A: Examples include but are not limited to:
o Group 1: Hospitals; urgent care; skilled nursing and memory care facility health care providers
and residents; tribal health programs; emergency medical services providers, and other first
responders.
o Group 2: Other long-term care facilities and congregate care sites, including health care
providers and residents; hospice programs; mobile crisis care and related services; individuals
working in a correctional setting; personnel of group homes for children or adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
o Group 3: Outpatient settings serving specific high-risk groups; in-home care; day treatment
services; non-emergency medical transportation.
o Group 4: Health care personnel working in other outpatient and public health settings.
1B: Essential workers such as teachers, bus drivers, food processors, and other people who keep our
society open and economy moving. The OHA Vaccine Advisory Committee, representing community
perspectives, will identify and prioritize this group.
1C: People with underlying health conditions and people over the age of 65. (B and C completed in late
spring, depending on vaccine availability).

Winter Holidays
Jackson County is under the Extreme Risk level, and disease activity is widespread in the county. Please
follow the guidance under the Extreme Risk; following the guidance will help reduce community spread of
COVID-19. Information can be found on the OHA website.
There are many ways to recognize and celebrate the holidays and still stay safe. It's wise to consider
participating in activities that are a lower risk so that you and your loved ones remain healthy throughout the
season. This year will look different from other years. We know it's disappointing not to gather and celebrate as
you usually would, but it will be worth the effort to stay safe.
Travel may increase your chance of spreading and getting COVID-19. The Oregon Health Authority and the
Centers for Disease Control continue to recommend postponing travel and staying home, as this is the best way
to protect yourself and others this year. Review the Oregon Statewide Recommended Guidance for Travel.
It's important to remember to follow the general safety guidelines that will keep you and your loved ones healthy
during the holiday season. Everyone can make the winter holiday celebration safer this year.
• Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth, both indoor and outdoor.
• Stay at least 6 feet away from others who do not live with you
• Avoid crowded, poorly ventilated indoor spaces
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•
•
•

Wash your hands often
Get your flu vaccine
Minimize the number of people you are around and limit the gathering size to 6 people and no more than
two different households.
o Host a virtual celebration with friends and family
o Gather virtually for gift exchange or activity

For more information:
• The public can call 211-information with general questions
• OHA Emerging Respiratory Disease page: www.healthoregon.org/coronavirus
• CDC COVID-19 page: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
• OHA COVID-19 Vaccine: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-covid-vaccine
• CDC COVID-19 Vaccine: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
• CDC Travel within the U.S.: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html
• Jackson County Health and Human Services: http://jacksoncountyor.org/hhs/COVID-19
• Oregon COVID-19 Testing Location Finder: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-covid-19-testing
• For more information on how to celebrate the holidays safely, visit the CDC COVID-19 Holiday
Celebrations webpage.
• Review the Statewide Mask, Face Covering, Face Shield Guidance for detailed information
###
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