Health & Human Services
Public Health Division
140 S. Holly St.
Medford, OR 97501

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Tanya Phillips, Jackson County Public Health, 541-770-7708
DATE OF RELEASE: November 3, 2021, 1:00 p.m.
COVID-19 Updates
[Medford, Oregon] — Last night, the Western States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup
completed its review of the federal process and has unanimously concluded that the PfizerBioNTech vaccine is safe and effective for youth 5 to 11 years of age.
The Workgroup thoroughly reviewed safety data for the vaccine, including the absence of any
severe adverse events among vaccine recipients in the clinical trial. Reactions were mild and
similar to those seen in adolescents and adults and with other vaccines routinely recommended
for children and were less common at ages 5-11 years than at 16-25 years.
Despite the approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for youth 5 to 11 years of age, the vaccine
may not be available right away. Local COVID-19 vaccine providers expect to receive the Pfizer
vaccine for ages 5 to 11 sometime this week and next week.
“Vaccination is our way out of this pandemic. It is the safest and most effective way to obtain
protection against COVID-19 for all individuals 5 and over,” says Dr. Jim Shames, Health
Officer for Jackson County Public Health. “The greater the number of people who are immune to
the virus, the quicker we can get back to our normal way of life. Remember, kids can get
COVID. Some may need to be hospitalized to recover, a very traumatic event for a child.
Children can have long-lasting effects from COVID, just like adults. And children can carry and
spread the disease to others. I am so thankful that we now have a way to protect our children
from COVID.”
A new study from the Centers for Disease Control found that vaccination offers higher protection
than previous COVID-19 infection. Study participants were over 5 times more likely to have
COVID-19 if they were unvaccinated and had a prior infection.
Where to get vaccinated in Jackson County:
Call 211 for information for vaccine locations, visit the Oregon Health Authority Vaccine Finder
site https://govstatus.egov.com/find-covid-19-vaccine or visit the Jackson County Health and
Human Services https://jacksoncountyor.org/hhs/COVID-19/Vaccine-Appointments/where-toget-vaccinated-in-jackson-county.
Daily Number of New COVID-19 Cases
As of 12:01 a.m. on November 3, 2021, Jackson County Public Health is reporting 77 new cases
of COVID-19, bringing the total cases in Jackson County to 23,697.
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COVID-19 Hospitalizations for Region 5 (Jackson and Josephine Counties)
As of 10:00 a.m. on November 3, 2021, the number of hospitalized patients with COVID-19 is
53, and there are 18 patients with COVID-19 in the intensive care unit.
The total number of patients in hospital beds may fluctuate between report times. The numbers
do not reflect admissions per day nor the length of hospital stay. Staffing limitations are not
captured in this data and may further limit bed capacity.
COVID-19 Related Deaths
Jackson County Public Health reports 5 new COVID-19 deaths, bringing the total to 328 since the
beginning of the pandemic.
Jackson County’s 324th COVID-19 death is a 90-year-old woman who tested positive on May 13
and died on May 24 at their private residence. They had underlying health conditions.
Jackson County’s 325th COVID-19 death is a 52-year-old man who tested positive on October 1
and died on November 1 at Providence Medford Medical Center. They had underlying health
conditions.
Jackson County’s 326th COVID-19 death is a 33-year-old woman who tested positive on October
2 and died on October 31 at Rogue Regional Medical Center. They had underlying health
conditions.
Jackson County’s 327th COVID-19 death is a 73-year-old man who tested positive on October 14
and died on November 1 at Providence Medford Medical Center. They had underlying health
conditions.
Jackson County’s 328th COVID-19 death is a 79-year-old woman who tested positive on October
15 and died on October 28 at their private residence. They had underlying health conditions.

For more information:
• The public can call 211-information with general questions
• OHA Emerging Respiratory Disease page: www.healthoregon.org/coronavirus
• CDC COVID-19 page: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
• OHA COVID-19 Vaccine: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-covid-vaccine
• CDC COVID-19 Vaccine: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
• Jackson County HHS Vaccine: https://jacksoncountyor.org/hhs/COVID-19/COVID-19News/covid-19-vaccine
• CDC Travel within the U.S.: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-inthe-us.html
• Jackson County Health and Human Services: http://jacksoncountyor.org/hhs/COVID-19
• Oregon COVID-19 Testing Location Finder: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-oha-covid-19testing
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