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The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office announced this morning that after a thorough
review of the evidence collected, by the Serious Traffic Accident Reconstruction (STAR) Team,
concerning the death of pedestrian Stephen Michael Christopher, date of birth 10/05/49, no
criminal charges will be filed. After reviewing the facts of the crash there is insufficient
evidence to support criminal culpability upon Gwendolyn Seifer, the driver of the vehicle
involved in Mr. Christopher’s death.
On April 7th, 2015, at approximately 10:30am Mrs. Seifer was driving in a southern direction in
the front portion of the Medford Walmart parking lot, located at 3615 Crater Lake Hwy. Mr.
Christopher had just parked and was walking toward the Walmart entrance, as he entered the
area marked for pedestrian travel he was moving in a northwesterly direction. On the
surveillance video Mrs. Seifer’s truck is seen striking Mr. Christopher, knocking him initially on
his buttocks, then he strikes his back and head. Almost immediately after contact, Mrs. Seifer’s
brake lights are seen activated, the truck stops, and she exits her truck. Several bystanders on
scene begin rendering aid to Mr. Christopher and are eventually relieved by the Medford Fire
Department at approximately 10:36am. Mr. Christopher was transported to Rogue Regional
Medical Center and succumbed to his injuries on April 10, 2015.
The scene of the crash was investigated by the STAR Team representatives from the Medford
Police Department and Jackson County Sheriff’s Office. A MPD officer and a JCSO deputy
with specialized training in reconstructing crash scenes marked roadway evidence, photographed
the scene and vehicle, reviewed surveillance video and constructed a diagram of the scene. The
JCSO reconstructionist calculated Mrs. Seifer’s maximum speed at the time of impact at 14
miles per hour.
Mrs. Seifer was contacted by the initial police officer on scene, and no signs of alcohol and/or
controlled substance impairment was noticed. Later, Mrs. Seifer consented to a drug recognition
evaluation, conducted by a MPD Officer, who has specialized training in detecting if someone is
under the influence of controlled substances and/or alcohol. The officer saw no signs of alcohol
and/or controlled substance impairment.
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Although a life was lost due to Mrs. Seifer’s driving that day, there is no criminal culpability in
her actions due to no evidence of impairment, cell phone usage at the time of driving, or
excessive speed in the parking lot. During [his investigation the officers observed that Mrs.
Seifer’s truck contained a blind spot along the driver’s side “A” pillar, plus the truck contained
after-market tinting and a sunshade (see photo below). In reviewing the video of this incident, it
appears that when Mr. Christopher angles in the direction of the Walmart entrance, he may have
entered Mrs. Seifer’s blind spot. This tragic accident is an example of the importance of being
aware of and attentive to your surroundings while driving, and realizing all vehicles have blind
spots requiring more alertness by the driver.
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