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MEDIA RELEASE
for immediate release
The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office announced this morning that Christopher Alan
Williams pled guilty to Manslaughter in the Second Degree and Driving Under the Influence of
Intoxicants. Judge Hoppe sentenced Williams to 75 months in prison with three years of postprison supervision. The 75 months is a Measure 11 sentence, which means that Williams will be
required to serve every day of the 75 months. Williams’s Oregon driver’s license was
permanently revoked and he will be responsible for any restitution.
On June 27, 2015 at approximately 8:15 p.m. law enforcement was dispatched to a crash on
Upper Applegate Road. Williams had spent the day drinking and socializing with friends.
Earlier in the day Williams had attended the Battle of the Bones where he consumed alcohol.
Williams was seen driving on the sidewalk near Freeman Road after leaving Battle of the Bones.
Williams, Zachary Spencer and Dustin Yax then went up to Applegate reservoir. Williams
consumed more alcohol. The three men were returning from the reservoir when the crash
occurred. Williams was the driver. Spencer was the front passenger and Yax was the rear
passenger. Yax was not restrained at the time of the crash.
The Jackson County STAR Team was activated and conducted the on-scene investigation. It was
determined that Williams was driving at a high rate of speed through a corner when his vehicle
left the road. The vehicle began to rotate in a counter clockwise direction. The vehicle then
began to roll, launched off some black berry bushes and came to rest in a tree. Dustin Yax was
ejected from the vehicle and died on scene as a result of his injuries. Williams and Spencer both
sustained injuries and were transported to the hospital. While at the hospital, blood was drawn
from Williams and sent to the Oregon State Police crime lab for testing. The results of that test
showed Williams to have a .103 BAC.
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