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August 25, 2017
MEDIA RELEASE
For immediate release
The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office has announced that Pedro Sabalsa-Mendez has been
found Guilty Except for Insanity for the stabbing death of Avi Feldman. The case went to a brief
stipulated-facts trial in front of Judge Lorenzo Mejia on Thursday, August 24, 2017. Both the experts for
the Defense and for the State determined that at the time of the murder, Pedro Sabalsa-Mendez was
suffering from a mental disease, specifically schizophrenia. It was determined that at the time of the
incident, the defendant lacked substantial capacity to conform his conduct to the requirements of the law
and lacked the ability to appreciate the criminality of his conduct as a result of his mental disease. As a
consequence of the Court’s findings, Mr. Sabalsa-Mendez will be within the jurisdiction of the
Psychiatric Security Review Board for life. He was determined to be a danger to others and will be
transported to the Oregon State Hospital from the Jackson County Jail.
The finding of Guilty Except for Insanity related to an incident occurring on November 6, 2016, as set
forth in the probable cause affidavit. On that date, Pedro Sabalsa-Mendez attended a party in Ashland
with the victim, Avi Feldman. For over a year prior to the incident, the defendant had been suffering
from delusions of conspiratorial, persecutory and grandiose nature, due to his mental disease. During
the evening in question, the defendant became convinced that the victim intended to harm him.
Defendant’s delusions additionally caused him to think that he had to preemptively kill the victim to
avoid his own death, and further felt that a governmental agency would be assisting him.
Witnesses at the party reported that Mr. Sabalsa-Mendez was demonstrating bizarre behavior throughout
the evening. An eyewitness reported that as victim Avi Feldman escorted a female acquaintance to her
vehicle, the defendant attacked Mr. Feldman, stabbing him multiple times in the head and torso. Patrol
officers from Ashland Police Department arrived at the scene within a few minutes and attempted to
perform life-saving measures on the victim. Avi Feldman was pronounced dead at the scene after
receiving a fatal wound to his brachial artery.
The Court heard from the victim’s father, Michael Feldman, at the hearing on August 24th. Michael
Feldman recalled how generous and giving his son had been. The State provided a statement on behalf
of the victim’s mother, Bella Feldman. Ms. Feldman wanted the defendant to know that she held no illwill toward him or his mother, who had tried persistently to acquire mental health treatment for her son
for several months prior to the incident.
The case against Mr. Sabalsa-Mendez was prosecuted by Senior Deputy District Attorney Laura
Cromwell and Deputy District Attorney Alyssa Claseman.
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