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The Jackson County District Attorney ' s Office announced this morning that after a thorough
review of the evidence collected by the Medford Police Department, concerning the death of
pedestrian Michael Bates (date of birth l /3 l /60), no criminal charges will be filed . There is
insufficient evidence to support proof beyond a reasonable doubt that John Warren Whitlock, the
driver of the vehicle that struck Mr. Bates and caused his death, acted in a reckless or criminall y
negligent manner.
On November 3, 20 17, at approximately 10: I Opm Mr. Whitlock was driving hi s City of Medford
work vehicle northbound on Columbus A venue. Mr. Whitlock had just finished locking the
restrooms at US Cellular Park and was on hi s way to the City of Medford parking lot at 821 N.
Columbus A venue. The roadway was wet and it was raining at the time. As Mr. Whitlock
approached Prune Street, he along wi th other witnesses estimated his speed at approximately
thirty mile per hour. The posted speed in the area is thirty-five miles per hour.
Mr. Whitlock started scanning toward the beginning of the crosswalk near Woodland Heights
Market on the Southwest corner of the intersection of Columbus A venue and Prune Street.
When Mr. Whitlock approached the crosswalk a larger SUV stopped in the southbound lane of
Columbus A venue waiting fo r Mr. Bates to cross the street. The lights from th is vehicle would
later be shown to cause a glare to northbound traffic on Columbus Avenue. Mr. Whitlock 's
vehicle entered the crosswalk when he stated "there he was" in front of his vehicl e, and Mr.
Bates was struck .
The Woodland Heights Market has a video system that covers the crosswalk area where Mr.
Bates was crossing on the southwest corner of Co lumbus Avenue and Prune Street. The video
shows Mr. Bates wearing dark clothing, later described as grey shoes, dark pants, one dark grey
jacket and another black jacket with a little orange trim . Mr. Bates enters the crosswalk and is
struck by Mr. Whitlock' s vehicle in the northbound lane while in the crosswalk. In the video Mr.
Whitlock doesn't appear to be driving reckless or at a higher than posted rate of speed. Mr.
Bates rolls onto and off the hood of Mr. Whitlock 's vehicle and comes to rest approximately
fifty-five feet fro m the crosswalk. Mr. Bates suffered significant head injuries and was
transported to Rogue Regional Medical Center. After spending seventeen days in ICU, Mr.
Bates succumbed to his injuries on November 20, 20 17.
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Mr. Whitlock was contacted by the initial officers on scene, and no signs of alcohol and/or
controlled substance impairment was noticed. Mr. Whitlock also consented to a drug recognition
evaluation, conducted by a Medford Police Officer. The officer saw no signs of alcohol and/or
controlled substance impairment. During this time no evidence of phone usage was found.
Members of Medford Police Department' s Traffic Team conducted several reenactments at the
intersection of Co lumbus Avenue and Prune Street on November 28, 20 17. The reenactments
were video recorded and the same vehicle dri ven by Mr. Whitlock was used, along with a similar
large SUV as seen in the video from the night of the incident in the southbound lane. During
these reenactments the officer driving Mr. Whitlock' s vehicle noted the wet roadway and
headlights from the southbound vehicle created a glare in the area where the actor was walking
in the crosswalk consistent with where Mr. Bates was located. The officer stated even when he
was looking for the actor the only thing he would see was the actor's shoes until the vehicle was
nearly in the crosswalk.
Mr. Whitlock was the driver of a vehicle that failed to yield at a crosswalk and caused the death
of Mr. Bates. T he event that evening was a terrible accident that will forever effect Mr. Bate's
family and Mr. Whitlock. However, the evidence and statements collected during the
investigation did not indicate intoxication, speed, and/or phone usage were the causes of this
tragic event. Mr. Whitlock's actions that day do not ri se to the level of criminal conduct. The
District Attorney's Office will be forward ing this case back to the Medford Police Department
for review regarding the appropriate non-criminal traffic citations.
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