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The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced today that Tabari Leteef Hayes
entered a gui lty plea as well as no contest pleas to several charges in Jackson County Circuit
Court on January 9, 2018. Mr. Hayes pied guilty to being a felon in possession of a firearm. In a
separate case Mr. Hayes pied no contest to two counts of Aggravated Animal Abuse in the First
degree. Mr. Hayes was sentenced by Judge Hoppe to 15 months in the custody of the Oregon
Department of Corrections and 3 years of post-prison supervision. He is additionally prohibited
from owning animals for 5 years and ordered to forfeit the firearm involved in the Felon in
Possession case.
The Jackson County Grand Jury indicted Mr. Hayes on October 10, 2017 for the felo n in
possession of a fi rearm case. That case was a result of Mr. Hayes' actions on July 22, 2017. A
separate Grand Jury indicted Mr. Hayes on September 26, 20 17, the animal abuse case which
occurred between August 2 1, 2017 and September 2 1. 20 17.
In the first case. on July 22, 2017 at approximately 9: 18pm, an Oregon State Police Trooper
approached a car that was stopped with both doors open on Highway 62. Mr. Hayes was sitting
in the vehicle. While speaking to Mr. Hayes, the trooper observed a soft gun case on the seat of
the car. Mr. Hayes admitted it was a shotgun. Mr. Hayes did not have identification, but provided
his name which revealed him to be a convicted felon. Tabari Hayes had been previously
convicted in the Circuit Court of the State of Oregon for Jackson County on December 12, 2005,
of the felony of Unlawful Delivery of Methamphetamine.
In the second case, on September 2 1, 20 17 Medford Police responded to a call involving dead
animals. Mr. Hayes had been residing in a hotel room for three years but was being evicted.
After Mr. Hayes left the property. painters discovered two deceased dogs locked in the
bathroom. Medford Police arrived and located two extremely malnourished dogs, both dead and
in the early stages of decomposition. Several witnesses advised officers that Mr. Hayes was
known to have two or three pitbull-type dogs.
Officers located Mr. Hayes who admitted to having the dogs in his room. He denied actual
ownership of dogs, but agreed he was responsible for them and acknowledged he was
accountable for what happened to them. Mr. Hayes informed officers that he knowingly confined
them to the hotel bathroom and did not let them out. Mr. Hayes estimated the dogs had stopped
moving and died approximately two weeks prior to his final day of residence. The dogs had no
access to food or water and were confined in the small room heavily soiled with urine and fecal
matter until their death. Mr. Hayes intentionally and knowi ngly deprived both animals of their
basic needs and maliciously caused the death of the two dogs.
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