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Media Release
For immediate release

The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office announced this morning Ezekiel Holmes (7/14/04) case
in juvenile court was completed today. Jackson County Circuit Court Judge Ravassipour committed
him to the Oregon Youth Authority until he is 25 years old for the Murder of Pamela Wolosz and the
Attempted Murder and Assault in the First Degree of L.H. He previously admitted to those allegations
on August 27, 2018.
On January 10, 2017, the youth stabbed his mother causing her death and seriously injuring his sister at
the family home in Ashland, Oregon. At the time Ezekiel Holmes was 12 years old. Oregon law
provides when a youth who is 15, 16, or 17 years old and charged with specific crimes including
murder, the case is automatically prosecuted in criminal court and the youth is sentenced as an adult
under Measure 11. When a youth who is 12, 13 or 14 years old commits a murder, Oregon law requires
the State to prove “the youth at the time of the alleged offense was of sufficient sophistication and
maturity to appreciate the nature and quality of the conduct involved” in order to waive the youth to
criminal court to be tried as an adult. Once that hurdle is crossed the court looks at a list of criteria to
determine if juvenile jurisdiction will be best for the youth and society. A youth under age 12 cannot be
remanded under Oregon law. In addition to the investigation conducted by the Ashland Police
Department, a number of experts were consulted to see what evidence could be presented to carry the
State’s burden of showing his sophistication and maturity. The experts concluded he did not have the
sophistication and maturity in order to be waived to criminal court. For those reasons, the State was
unable to waive him.
The Ashland Police Department did a thorough investigation. During the investigation it was
determined Ezekiel Holmes had been playing and watching very violent video games and reading
violent graphic novels for a period of time. He had no history of violence and no prior referrals to the
police. At the time of the crime his mother, sister and grandmother were home. His grandmother told
police nothing out of the ordinary occurred in the house during the days leading up to the murder.
Although motive is not clear, Ezekiel Holmes stated to police that his mother had taken his computer
away due to a poor grade in school.
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While Ezekiel Holmes has been in detention, he has not had any disciplinary issues. He has done very
well in the structured environment of detention. Further, he has engaged in services and done well in the
school in detention.
The Oregon Constitution and State law allows a victim to make a statement to the court. Jim Holmes,
Ezekiel’s father, told the court he believes this is the right course for his son and is in the best interest of
his daughter.
Judge Ravassipour said this has been an extremely difficult case and no words could describe the
anguish and betrayal felt by the family. She commented that no finding of a psychotic disorder leaves a
chilling effect on this courtroom. Judge Ravassipour also talked about the violent video games Ezekiel
Holmes was exposing himself to was concerning. Judge Ravassipour stated the Youth Correctional
Facility provides the needed balance of risk management for the community and treatment for Ezekiel
Holmes.
Oregon law provides that when a youth is committed to the Oregon Youth Authority (OYA) they can be
under the OYA jurisdiction until the person reaches 25. The Oregon Youth Authority has a number of
correctional facilities throughout the State, the closest being Rogue Valley Youth Correctional facility in
Grants Pass. The purpose of the juvenile justice system is reformation, rehabilitation and accountability.
Oregon law does not allow for any supervision or incarceration after he reaches 25 years old.
Contact: Beth Heckert
District Attorney
608-2905

Ruby Herriott
Deputy District Attorney
608-2912

