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The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced this afternoon that after a thorough
review of the evidence collected by the Medford Police Department, as a part of the Serious
Traffic Accident Reconstruction team (STAR), concerning the injury of two juveniles involved
in a traffic accident, no criminal charges will be filed. After reviewing the evidence, there is
insufficient evidence to support proof beyond a reasonable doubt that Dennis Schlichting, the
driver of a Ford Escape involved in the crash, acted in a criminal manner.
On July 23, 2018, at approximately 9:51 pm, officers responded to a report of a motor vehicle
collision. Mr. Schlichting was traveling eastbound on Delta Waters Road when he made a
northbound turn onto Woodbriar Drive, crossing the westbound lane of Delta Waters Road. The
two juveniles were traveling westbound on Delta Waters Road on a moped and struck the rear
passenger door of the Ford Escape. The moped was operated by a 16 year old juvenile who did
not have a motorcycle endorsement or a driver's license. The 16 year old also had an eight year
old passenger. Both juveniles were wearing helmets that were too large. Both juveniles suffered
injuries and were transported to Rogue Regional Medical Center for treatment.
Mr. Schlichting told police that he was heading home when he made the turn onto Woodbriar.
Mr. Schlichting said when he made the turn he did not see anything, but at the last minute he saw
a motorcycle light. Mr. Schlichting reported that he attempted to accelerate, but was unable to
avoid the collision.

Mr. Schlichting stopped and remained on scene. According to officers on scene, Mr. Schlichting
showed no signs of intoxication. Mr. Schlichting consented to a breath test and was determined
to have no alcohol in his system. Mr. Schlichting submitted to a Drug Recognition Evaluation
and was determined to not be under the influence of intoxicants. A test of Mr. Schlichting's urine
confirmed there were no controlled substances in his system at the time of the crash.
The evidence indicates that Mr. Schlichting was not intoxicated or distracted. The incident that
day was a terrible accident. However, there is no evidence of criminal culpability on any of the
involved individuals.
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