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For immediate release
The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office announced today that Matthew Ryan Pierpoint was
sentenced in Jackson County Circuit Court on January 24, 2020 on the following counts: Assault in the
Fourth Degree (Felony Constituting Domestic Violence), two counts of Strangulation (Felony
Constituting Domestic Violence), Menacing (Constituting Domestic Violence), Criminal Mischief in the
Second Degree, and six counts of Tampering with a Witness. A jury unanimously found Mr. Pierpoint
guilty on all counts after a two-and-a-half-day trial. The jury also unanimously found enhancement facts
(facts that allow the court to increase the length of incarceration) were present on each count.
Specifically, the jury found that Mr. Pierpoint was “persistently involved in criminal activity similar to
the conduct alleged” with respect to Assault in the Fourth Degree Constituting Domestic Violence. The
jury also found that Mr. Pierpoint demonstrated a “lack of remorse” with respect to the Assault in the
Fourth Degree Constituting Domestic Violence and Strangulation Constituting Domestic Violence
charges. On all six Tampering with a Witness charges, the jury unanimously found that Mr. Pierpoint
committed these crimes “to avoid prosecution and/or punishment for a prior offense.” Judge Laura
Cromwell sentenced Mr. Pierpoint to 126 months (10 years, 6 months) in the custody of the Oregon
Department of Corrections, with 2 years of post-prison supervision.
The Jackson County Grand Jury initially indicted Mr. Pierpoint on August 29, 2019. The indictment was
based upon Mr. Pierpoint’s actions on August 27, 2019. After further investigation, the Grand Jury
indicted Mr. Pierpoint again on September 17, 2019, this time for his actions between August 29, 2019
and September 8, 2019 while in custody at the Jackson County Jail.
In the early morning hours of August 29, 2019, Mr. Pierpoint and the victim, his girlfriend, got into an
argument. As the argument escalated, the victim loaded her two minor children into her vehicle and got
into the driver’s seat in an attempt to leave. Mr. Pierpoint followed the victim to her vehicle and
punched out the driver’s side window, causing glass to shatter in the victim’s face. Mr. Pierpoint then
grabbed the victim out of the driver’s seat, threw her on the ground, placed his hands around her neck,
and began strangling her. While strangling her, Mr. Pierpoint, yelled in her face that he was going to kill
her. Mr. Pierpoint then grabbed her by her legs and began to drag her back to their residence.
All of Mr. Pierpoints abuse against the victim occurred in the presence of her minor children.
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The victim was able to break free, get into her vehicle, and leave the scene. The victim immediately fled
to a neighbor’s house, where she was able to call 911. Deputies from the Jackson County Sheriff’s
Office responded shortly thereafter and contacted the victim. During their investigation, deputies
observed multiple injuries on her face, neck, and body consistent with the Assault and Strangulation
charges. Deputies later located and arrested Mr. Pierpoint that same day.
While lodged at the Jackson County Jail for the above incident, Mr. Pierpoint made dozens of phone
calls to the victim between August 29, 2019 and September 8, 2019. In each of these calls, Mr. Pierpoint
threatened and verbally abused the victim. During these calls, both the victim and Mr. Pierpoint made
statements that corroborated the underlying domestic violence incident and the victim’s injuries. On six
of these calls, Mr. Pierpoint pressured and attempted to manipulate the victim into not showing up to
testify against him, refusing to testify if she did show up, and to recant her story if she had to testify.
Through all exhaustive methods, law enforcement officers from the Medford Police Department and
Jackson County Sherriff’s office were able to locate the victim and ensured she would be able to be
present for trial.
During sentencing, Judge Laura Cromwell strongly admonished Mr. Pierpoint for his violent, abusive,
and manipulative behavior. Judge Cromwell emphasized that his violent behavior on the night of August
27, 2019 and his efforts to tamper with the victim were disgusting and warranted a sentence much longer
than what would normally be imposed.
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