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The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced this afternoon that after a thorough
review of the evidence collected concerning the serious injury motor vehicle collision involving
a Chevrolet Impala, driven by Andrew Van Hee (DOB 7/10/86), and Hailee Patnesky (DOB
5/4/04), a pedestrian, no criminal charges will be filed. The Jackson County Serious Traffic
Accident Reconstruction (STAR) Team, consisting of representatives from Jackson County
Sheriff s Office and Medford Police, investigated this collision that occurred on Gibbon Road,
Central Point. At the conclusion of this investigation, it was determined that there is insufficient
evidence to support proof beyond a reasonable doubt that Mr. Van Hee, the driver of the vehicle,
acted in a criminally negligent or reckless manner in causing the serious physical injury to Hailee
Patnesky.

On January 9, 2021, at approximately 5:35 pm, Mr. Van Hee was traveling, with his headlights
on, westbound on Gibbon Road near the intersection with Azalea Drive. Hailee Patnesky was
walking westbound in the westbound lane of travel with her sister and a friend. Her sister and

friend were slightly behind Ms. Patnesky on the gravel shoulder. The three girls were
predominately wearing dark clothing, and none of the clothing was reflective. This area of
Gibbon Road has no lighting and the houses sit far enough away from the roadway that ambient
lighting is limited. On this day, the sunset was at 4:58 pm. The posted speed limit is 40 miles
per hour, and there are no sidewalks on either side of the road. Each side of the road has a

limited gravel shoulder. Mr. Van Hee struck Ms. Patnesky on Gibbon Road, in the westbound
lane of travel, approximately ICQ feet east of the intersection with Azalea Drive. Ms. Patnesky
suffered serious injuries and was transported to Rogue Regional Medical Center for treatment.
She is still receiving care for life-altering injuries in a medical facility.

The STAR team spoke to witnesses and collected evidence at the scene, including items from the
roadway and a copy of video from a residential security camera. Mr. Van Hee consented to a
seizure of his vehicle for an inspection, which aided in the reconstruction of the crash. A

passenger in a vehicle stopped on Azalea Drive indicated to investigators that Ms. Patnesky
appeared to be about two feet in the lane of travel. Mr. Van Hee stated that he was traveling
between 40-45 mph, he saw two people walking on the shoulder of the road, but did not see Ms.
Patnesky in the roadway. Due to the lighting conditions in the security video, the crash
reconstructionist was unable to do a speed calculation, but concluded the estimated speed given
by Mr. Van Hee was consistent with evidence on scene. From the video, the crash
reconstructionist also noted that Mr. Van Hee appeared to be in his lane of travel and did not
make any sort of movement suggesting he swerved out of his lane. This conclusion was also
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supported by the lack of tire marks in the gravel and the evidence located in the westbound lane.
After reviewing roadway evidence and the damage to the front of the car, the area of impact
between Mr. Van Hee's car and Ms. Patnesky was concluded to be at least 2.04 feet in the
westbound lane of travel.

On scene Mr. Van Hee was cooperative with deputies and allowed a deputy to review his cell
phone for usage during the time of the collision. No evidence of cell phone usage during the
time preceding and/or during the incident was found. Several deputies on scene had contact with
Mr. Van Hee and no one noted any signs of alcohol and/or drug impairment. Mr. Van Hee
consented to going back to Jackson County Sheriffs Office and participating in a Drug
Recognition Evaluation. The deputy conducting this evaluation is known as a Drug Recognition
Expert (DRE) and receives extended training in detecting impairment in an individual. It was the
opinion of the DRE that Mr. Van Hee was not impaired to any noticeable and/or perceptible
degree. Mr. Van Hee consented to a breath test that registered no alcohol and to a urine test for
controlled substances that also retumed clear of any intoxicants.
The incident on January 9, 2021, was a terrible accident that will forever affect Ms. Patnesky and
her family. However, the review of the evidence and investigator conclusions in this case do not
support criminal culpability on Mr. Van Hee. There is insufficient evidence to support criminal
negligence or recklessness on his part based upon the lack of impairment, no evidence of cell
phone usage, and no evidence of unreasonable driving. This review by the District Attorney's
Office only considers criminal culpability and by no means considers whether there is civil legal
remedies.
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