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The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced late this afternoon that Robert Lee

Chaffee was found guilty, by unanimous jury verdict, of Assault in the First Degree.
On October 5, 2016, at 10:13pm, the victim notified law enforcement that Mr. Chaffee left a
threatening voicemail for him. Within minutes, law enforcement received a subsequent call reporting
that Mr. Chaffee had since showed up at the victim's residence and assaulted him. The investigation
revealed Mr. Chaffee intentionally used his vehicle, a 2015 Nissan Pathfinder, as a weapon against the
victim. Mr. Chaffee had been upset with the victim and come to confront him. When Mr. Chaffee
arrived, he stopped his vehicle in the roadway and began yelling at the victim, who he could see
standing outside on the property. He again threatened the victim. The victim walked down to a closed
gate at the end of the driveway hoping to get the license plate number of Mr. Chaffee's vehicle to
provide to law enforcement. After a brief exchange, Mr. Chaffee then drove away, but performed a Uturn a short distance down the road. He then accelerated and aimed his vehicle back toward where the

victim was standing behind the gate. He crashed through the gate and into the victim, causing the victim
to suffer serious physical injury. Mr. Chaffee then fled, but was contacted by law enforcement shortly
afterward and taken into custody.
In April 2017, Mr. Chaffee stood trial for the first time on this case and was acquitted of
Attempted Murder and found guilty of Assault in the First Degree. However, the jury's verdict on
Assault in the First Degree was not a unanimous decision, with only 10 of the 12 jurors agreeing on the
verdict. Subsequently, in April 2020, while Mr. Chaffee's case was pending appeal, the United States
Supreme Court decided in Ramos v. Louisiana that non-unanimous verdicts are unconstitutional. As a

result, Mr. Chaffee's case was reversed by the Oregon Court of Appeals and returned to the Jackson
County Circuit Court for further proceedings. Mr. Chaffee's case represents the first case in Jackson
County to be re-tried after having been reversed due to a non-unanimous verdict.
At sentencing this afternoon, Mr. Chaffee was sentenced to 90 months in Oregon Department of
Corrections pursuant to Measure 11, with credit for time he has previously served. Mr. Chaffee has been
in custody since his initial arrest in October 2016.
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