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April 27, 2021
MEDIA RELEASE
For immediate release

The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced this afternoon that David Edward

Hodges (DOB 7/25/62) entered a guilty plea to Murder in the Second Degree and guilty pleas to two
counts of Attempted Murder in the Second Degree stemming from an incident that occurred on
September 20, 2019.

Jackson County Sheriffs Office deputies responded to a residence at 7001 Rogue River

Highway after one ofthe victims, Kristie Rudolph, called to report an ongoing assault. She reported that
the defendant, David Hodges, had assaulted her daughter and father. The line disconnected shortly after
the call came in.

Law enforcement arrived and after securing the scene, entered the residence. They found
Richard Rudolph deceased on arrival. They found Kristie Rudolph with gunshot wounds and extensive
injuries consistent with being beaten with an object. They also located her daughter, who was 16 at the
time, with extensive stab wounds. The defendant had already left the residence. After several hours of
searching the area, law enforcement was able to apprehend the defendant with the assistance of K9
Remco.

The defendant was taken to the hospital and medically cleared, then taken back to the Jackson

County Sheriffs Office where he provided a full confession. The victims were taken to hospitals out of
the area and received extensive treatment for multiple injuries.

According to the defendant, and statements made by the victims, Kristie Rudolph and the

defendant had been married for 13 years. On this date, the defendant became enraged after Ms. Rudolph
told him the relationship was over. He attacked her daughter with two knives, stabbing her multiple
times. While this was happening, Ms. Rudolph ran to her father's room for help. Richard Rudolph
managed to hit the defendant with a large stick before the defendant retrieved a firearm and shot Mr.

Rudolph multiple times in the head, chest, abdomen and right arm. Ms. Rudolph dialed 911 while the
attack was ongoing, but the defendant took the phone from her and shot it. He then shot Ms. Rudolph in
each leg, and returned to the room where her daughter was located to stab her again. He then returned to
Ms. Rudolph and beat her with butt of the empty firearm, which she was able to get away from him. He
then used the stick that Mr. Rudolph had brought out to continue to beat her. The defendant then left the
residence.
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The defendant was set for trial beginning on July 26, 2021. At asettlement conference on April
27, 2021, the defendant changed his plea to guilty on the charges of Murder in the Second Degree, as
well as two counts of Attempted Murder in the Second Degree. At sentencing, Ms. Rudolph addressed
the court and told the court she and her daughter had lost their best friend and mentor in her father.

Judge Kochlacs told the family that he viewed Mr. Rudolph a hero for his actions that night. Ms.
Rudolph, her daughter and the family, supported this resolution in order to resolve the case without trial.

Mr. Hodges was sentenced to life in prison, with a possibility ofparole after 25 years on the
charge ofMurder in the Second Degree. He was sentenced to an additional 10 years on the two counts
of Attempted Murder in the Second Degree.
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