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April 30, 2021
MEDIA RELEASE
For immediate release
The Jackson County District Attorney’s Office announced this morning that after a thorough review of
the evidence collected by the Oregon State Police concerning the bear cub taken from an area near
Highway 66 by Gene Davies, the volunteer Fire Chief of the Greensprings Volunteer Fire Department,
criminal charges will not be filed.
On April 7, 2021, at approximately 9:00 am, troopers with the Oregon State Police were dispatched to
a report that a bear cub was in the highway at milepost 16 off of Highway 66 near Ashland. The
responding trooper searched the area but was unable to find a bear cub. At approximately 11:00 am,
Mr. Gene Davies called dispatch and advised he had the bear cub in his possession. The trooper
contacted Mr. Davies who explained he had heard the bear had been in the same area for three days.
Mr. Davies explained that he lured the bear up a logging road approximately 500 feet, where the bear
laid down and took a nap. At this time, Mr. Davies was able to attach a leash on the bear, load it into a
dog crate, and put it in his vehicle. Mr. Davies then took the bear back to his residence. The
responding trooper explained that Mr. Davies was not able to keep the bear at his residence and
directed Mr. Davies to take the bear back to the area he found it and release the bear. Mr. Davies
informed the trooper that he had already made arrangements to take the bear to Wildlife Images. The
trooper explained that this was not possible and again reiterated that Mr. Davies needed to return the
bear to the area it was found.
The trooper contacted Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and relayed Mr. Davies’ contact
information. ODFW personnel also contacted Mr. Davies, who assured them he would release the
bear back into the area it was found.
At approximately 4:30 pm, ODFW personnel informed the trooper that Mr. Davies was still planning
to take the bear to Wildlife Images.
On April 8th, employees with Wildlife Images informed ODFW that Mr. Davies was also in contact
with a rehabilitator in California to take custody of the bear. At approximately 12:45, the trooper and
personnel with ODFW responded to Mr. Davies’ residence. Mr. Davies confirmed that he was going
to take the bear to Wildlife Images that day, and that he had been in contact with a rehabilitation
facility in southern California. Mr. Davies explained that despite the direction of the trooper the day
before to return the cub to the area it was found, he did not believe it was a viable option. Mr. Davies
said he wanted to do the right thing for everyone involved.
The trooper found the bear cub, approximately 30 pounds, in a dog crate. The bear cub did not appear
to be afraid of humans, and was easily transported from Mr. Davies’ dog crate to ODFW’s dog crate
with the use of a catch pole.
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Mr. Davies did in fact commit a technical violation of the law. However, the statute prohibiting people
from holding wildlife seeks to prevent people from taking wildlife from their natural habitats for
personal gain, such as keeping an animal for a pet. In this case, it is clear that Mr. Davies was not
acting with malicious intent, but rather was trying to protect the bear.
Citizens should know that taking wildlife from its habitat is dangerous, both for the person and for the
wildlife. When wildlife is taken from a natural habitat, even if only for a brief time, the animal will
become habituated to humans, and will likely never be able to be released back into the wild safely.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Melissa LeRitz, Deputy District Attorney II
(541) 774-8181, ext. 2947
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