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The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced this afternoon that Russel
Larsen (DOB 01-28-1994) pled guilty to Sodomy in the First Degree and Manslaughter in the
First Degree related to the death of a minor child (A) on August 5, 2019. Both the Sodomy in
the First Degree and Manslaughter in the First Degree are Measure 11 crimes meaning Mr.
Larsen will not be eligible for good time/ earned time or early release. Judge Moser sentenced
Mr. Larsen to the following: Sodomy in the First-Degree charge -300 months (25 years) in the
Oregon Department of Corrections (Measure 11); lifetime post-prison supervision; lifetime sex
offender registration; HIV/DNA testing; restitution; Manslaughter in the First Degree - 120
months (10 years) consecutive (Measure 11); 3 years post-prison supervision; restitution. In
total, Mr. Larsen will serve thirty-five (35) years in the Oregon Department of Corrections and
be subject to lifetime post-prison supervision and lifetime sex offender registration.
On August 5, 2019, about 3:25 pm, emergency services and the Eagle Point Police were
dispatched to a residence on S. Shasta Avenue for an unresponsive two-year-old child.
Paramedics attempted lifesaving measures for nearly forty-five (45) minutes while the victim
was transported to Rogue Regional Medical Center in Medford but the victim had sustained
injuries incompatible with life. She was pronounced deceased that evening. Law enforcement
learned from medical staff that the victim had several suspicious injuries and a criminal
investigation was assumed by the Jackson County Sheriff's Office.
Detectives with JCSO activated the Major Assault and Death Investigation Unit
(MADIU) and law enforcement officers with the Oregon State Police, Medford Police
Department, and Eagle Point Police Department joined JCSO in coordinating an extensive
investigation. Through witness interviews it was learned that the victim's mother had been
dating Mr. Larsen for 2-3 weeks. Mr. Larsen had moved into her home roughly ten (10) days

prior. The victim's mother left for work that morning about 6 am, leaving the victim in Mr.
Larsen's care. Mother returned at approximately 9:45 am for her lunch break. At that time the
victim was alert and uninjured. Mother returned to work at approximately 10:15 am, again
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leaving the child in Mr. Larsen's care. When the child's mother returned home for the day
around 2 pm she briefly checked on the victim who appeared to be napping in her crib. Mother
then napped on the couch with Mr. Larsen until approximately 3:20 pm when she used the
restroom. At that time Mr. Larsen reported that the child was not breathing. Emergency services
were immediately called and EMS responded within minutes.
Due to the extensive injuries to the victim's brain it is believed that she was assaulted
after her mother returned to work from her lunch break and before she returned home. A lengthy
investigation revealed surveillance camera footage showing that no other visitors entered the
house that day. Detectives interviewed Mr. Larsen who provided multiple conflicting timelines
and stories about what happened. Initially Mr. Larsen denied causing injury to the victim but
when confronted with evidence, he changed his statement. Mr. Larsen agreed to do a recorded
walk-through with Detectives to explain how the victim was injured.
Mr. Larsen first told officers that the victim had fallen and hit her head as she was

walking outside that morning. He did not seek medical help nor did he tell the child's mother
when he saw her. Next, Mr. Larsen explained that he tripped over the victim and fell on her. The
child landed on a set of dumbbells and Mr. Larsen landed on top of her. He stated that the victim
appeared "out of it" so he laid her in her crib. He did not seek medical attention nor did he

inform the child's mother when she returned home even though he knew the victim had
sustained injury. When confronted by Detectives Mr. Larsen again changed his story and told
officers that after the child fell that morning and after he fell on her in the afternoon he then
dropped the victim on her head while attempting to get her milk. He again stated that he knew
the child was injured at this point, but did nothing to aid her.
Regarding the charge of Manslaughter in the Eirst Degree, the evidence discovered by
police showed multiple injuries throughout the victim's body, multiple bruises, and severe brain
damage that occurred. Based on the evidence it was determined that Mr. Larsen's story was not
consistent with the injuries to the child. Per the Medical Examiner, the child died from blunt
force trauma to the head.

Regarding the charge of Sodomy in the Eirst Degree, Oregon State Forensic Laboratory
testing revealed the presence of Mr. Larsen's semen in the victim's mouth.
Mr. Larsen was indicted by the Grand Jury on August 20, 2019. Initially arrested on
charges of Manslaughter in the Eirst Degree, Sodomy in the Eirst Degree, Assault in the Eirst
Degree and Criminal Mistreatment in the Eirst Degree, the additional charge of Murder was
added for consideration. Commonly known as the Felony Murder Rule, that count alleged that
during the commission of the crime of Sodomy in the Eirst Degree Mr. Larsen caused the death
of the victim. Mr. Larsen did not make statements during his police interviews that established
when the Sodomy occurred in conjunction with the assault, nor did he make statements
establishing that he intended to cause the death of the child. After consulting with the victim's
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mother and father, a negotiated offer was made and accepted. Mr. Larsen agreed to plead guilty
to the charges of Sodomy in the First Degree and Manslaughter in the First Degree in exchange
for the remaining counts (Murder, Assault 1, and Criminal Mistreatment) to be dismissed.

The victim's family was present for sentencing and several members made statements to
the court. This was a particularly heinous crime which will have a lasting impact on her family,
friends, and the community. With a guilty plea there will be no appeals and a certainty regarding
the length of Mr. Larsen's prison sentence.

The case against Mr. Larsen was prosecuted by Senior Deputy District Attorney Terry SmithNorton and Deputy District Attorney II Zori Cook. This case was investigated by JCSO, OSP,
MFD and EPPD.
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