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for immediate release
The Jackson County District Attorney's Office announced this afternoon that after a thorough
review of the evidence collected by the Jackson County Sheriffs Office, that no criminal charges
will be filed concerning the death of Brian Patrick Arnold (DOB 10116/56). It was determined
that the shooter, Bill Gene Bradley (DOB 01 /26/43), reasonably believed he was acting in selfdefense, when he fired twice as Mr. Arnold reached into hi s jacket as he charged Mr. Bradley.
On February 6t11 , 2022, at approx imately 7: 12 p.m. , ECSO Dispatch received a call from Shirley
Bradley. Mrs. Bradley reported that her husband, Bill Bradley, had gone to the neighbor's
property at 6 11 Savage Creek, to tell trespassers to leave the property and she heard two
gunshots from that vicinity. Mrs. Brad ley and, later, Mr. Bradley were on the phone with
dispatchers waiting for law enforcement to arrive. Their daughter attempted to render aid to
Brian Arnold until law enforcement arrived. While waiting for law enforcement, Bill Bradley
tells the dispatcher that Mr. Arnold rushed him and Mr. Bradley thought Mr. Arnold had a gun.
When Jackson County Deputies arrived, they found Mr. Arnold had suffered a single gu nshot
wound to his head, and near hi s body was a small black co lored flashli ght. Mr. Arnold was
transported to Rogue Regional Medical Center. On scene deputies recovered two .22 caliber
shell casings and .22 caliber Beretta near the gate area where Mr. Bradley fi red the gun. Mr.
Bradley agreed to go to the Jackson County Sheriffs Office to be interviewed by detectives.
Detecti ves interviewed Mr. Brad ley, who indicated that the property owner of 6 11 Savage Creek,
Travis Marvin, had requested that Mr. Bradley watch out fo r trespasser on the property. Mr.
Bradley said that around 7:00pm he saw some veh icle lights on the property so he grabbed his
handgun and put it in his pocket. He stated he walked down a path and came out in the driveway
of 6 11 Savage Creek behind the gate. Mr. Bradley saw a younger looking man and told him to
leave and that "Travis" did not tell him anyone would be on the property. After Mr. Bradley
turned his flashlight on, and said he was go ing to have hi s wife call the police this younger man
said, "I am leaving." As this guy walked away, Mr. Bradley stated that Mr. Arnold started to
hurried ly approach the gate. Mr. Brad ley stated that Mr. Arnold was arguing with him, and
when he got to within about twenty feet of the gate, Mr. Arnold reached into his jacket and
pulled out an object. Mr. Bradley believed the object was a gun, so he fired twice because he
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was in fear for hi s li fe and thought at hi s age and with hi s health conditions there was nothing
else he could do. He stated that after Mr. Arnold hit the ground, he saw the flashlight near Mr.
Arnold ' s hand and realized it was not a gun.
Dur ing the interview with Mr. Bradley, a break was taken so Travis Marvin could be contacted.
A detective contacted Mr. Marvin and was able to confirm that Mr. Marvin had requested Mr.
Brad ley keep an eye on the property. Mr. Marvin shared wi th the detective that in mid-January
2022 he had gone through the eviction process to get squatters off the property. Mr. Marvin also
confirmed that he told Mr. Bradley that no one shou ld be on that property, and that if someone
had permission to be on the property Mr. Marvin would alert Mr. Bradley.
After Mr. Brad ley's interview was completed, he agreed to wa lk detectives through what he did
at the 611 Savage Creek scene. The walk through was consistent with what Mr. Bradley had told
detectives during the interview and w ith the evidence on scene.
During the investigation, detecti ves were able to identify the other potential eye witness
described by Mr. Bradley as a younger male. This indi vidual was identified as David Hamilton.
A detective was able to track down Mr. Hamilton fo r a phone interview during the evening hours
of February 7, 2022. During this interview he claimed the Mr. Arnold was having a calm
discussion with Mr. Bradley and started walking toward him, and Mr. Brad ley just pu lled out the
gun and shot. Mr. Hamilton claimed he was afraid and hid in a ditch before walking down the
road and getting a ride. He c laimed he was too scared to talk to the police. Mr. Hamilton also
claimed to have messages indicati ng that Mr. Marvin gave them permission to be on the
property. The detective set up a time to meet with Mr. Hami lton the next day to get a more
detail ed statement and see the messages. After several attempts by detectives to locate Mr.
Hamilton, an in-person interview was done on February 15, 2022. During this interview Mr.
Hamilton said several things that contradicted evidence on scene, such as how the truck was
parked, that Mr. Arnold had his phone in hi s hand (the phone was recovered inside of Mr.
Arnold's truck), and then Mr. Hamilton indicated that Mr. Bradley got in a car and chased Mr.
Hami lton. He stated that is why he ran and hid . This is inconsistent with Mr. Brad ley being on
the phone with dispatch. The detective in this case indicated in his report that Mr. Hamilton ' s
statement lacked cred ibility and was not supported by known facts or physical evidence.
Mr. Arnold passed away from the inj ury caused by the gunshot to his head on February 13, 2022.
An autopsy was performed on February 16, 2022 and it was determined that Mr. Arnold died
from a si ngle gunshot wound to his head. A review of his medical records indicated that on the
ni ght he was transported to the hospital, Mr. Arno ld tested positive for amphetamine,
benzodiazepine, and alcohol in his system.
Oregon Law provides that a person may use dead ly physical force against another person if the
person reasonably beli eves that person is about to commit or attempt to commit a felony
involving the use or threatened imminent use of physical force against another or if that person is
about to use deadly physical fo rce against the person or another person (ORS 161 .2 19-0RS
161.239). In Oregon when self-defense is at issue in a criminal case, the State must prove

beyond a reasonable do ubt that the defense is not applicable. The investigation and evidence in
this case would not a llow the State to disprove Mr. Bradley's self-defense c laim beyond a
reasonable doubt. M r. Bradley's statement that he believed Mr. Arnold was pulling out a gun,
and that Mr. Arnold was " rushing" toward him, wou ld allow a reasonable person in Mr.
Bradley 's positio n to fear for their safety and use deadly physical fo rce. The other eye witness
who provided contradictory evidence regarding the reasonableness of Mr. Bradley's actions
lacked credibility, according to the interviewing detective because the statement was inconsistent
with other evidence. A lthough Mr. Bradley was mistaken about a gun being in Mr. Arnold 's
hand, it is reasonable that someone in Mr. Brad ley's position could be mi staken about the g un
and use deadly physical force in self-defense.
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