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Volume Number 23
Thank You!
ACE would like to extend a
special “Thank You” to our
sponsor who makes it possible
to offer two-hour parking
spaces to our Airport patrons
and to provide our quarterly
newsletter.
We
sincerely
appreciate them.

Healthy Travel
Tips
1.

Clean Your Hands Often. Wash
your hands with soap and warm
water for 20 seconds or use a
hand sanitizer containing at least
60% alcohol.

2. Take Your Vitamins. It can be
difficult to eat a healthy
balanced meal with all the
essential vitamins when traveling
so take your daily multi-vitamins
to supplement your meals.

3. Go for a Walk. Hotels and other
large buildings use a lot of
recycled air. Take a walk and get
fresh air to boost your immune
system.
4.

Stop at a Local Store. If you are
staying at a hotel, upon arriving
at your destination, visit a local
store to purchase disinfectant
wipes and clean your room’s
surfaces.
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The New Passenger Boarding Bridge
The New Passenger Loading Bridge is
Operational- Construction on the new
passenger loading bridge began midApril. The project was completed in four
phases beginning with the removal and
repainting
of
aircraft
pavement
markings. Phase 2 was the construction
of the new foundation at Gate 4 for the
original loading bridge to be moved from
Gate 5 to Gate 4. Phase 3 was the
removal of the original loading bridge at
Gate 5 and reinstallation at Gate 4. The
final phase of the project was the
construction and installation of the new
loading bridge at Gate 5. Both bridges are fully operational and look fantastic! The
additional boarding bridge will be helpful post-recovery, as MFR seeks to attract
larger aircraft and new routes to the Rogue Valley. As passenger numbers
continue to rise during the recovery MFR is looking to the future of air travel in
our region.

Medford to San Diego Inaugural Flight
Allegiant has Begun Service to
San Diego– June 4th marked
the Inaugural flight from MFR
to SAN. Allegiant announced
the new nonstop flight on
February 11th of this year.
With the confusion and
turmoil surrounding travel
during the COVID-19 crisis it
was unclear whether or not
the new service would begin. However, on June 4th at 4:12 pm, MFR saw the
departure of it’s first direct flight to SAN. San Diego is well known for Its beaches,
deep-sea charter fishing, warm weather, the San Diego Zoo, Sea World, and
Legoland. While California’s amusement parks are not slated to open until August,
there is still plenty to discover in the beautiful Southern California city. Check out
round trip fares, and whole vacation bundles, on Allegiant’s website
www.allegiantair.com.

Passengers Take to the Skies!
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Passengers take to the skies again - While traffic numbers at the Airport are below the record highs of 2019,
there is hope as we see passengers returning in greater numbers every week. The chart above shows the
daily passenger count through the TSA security checkpoint from May 11th to June 21st. Most US Airlines are
requiring passengers to wear masks, and this new policy is helping passengers feel comfortable flying again.
Increased cleaning measures by airlines, MFR, and other airports around the country are also contributing to
passenger comfort levels. The summer season brings the reopening of many tourist destinations, and after
months of quarantine people are anxious to visit friends, family, business associates, or just take a much
needed vacation. It may take a couple of years for traffic to return to the record highs of 2019, but the
current week over week increase in traffic is worth celebrating!

Airlines Commitment to Health and Safety
MFR and our airline partners are committed to health and safety MFR and the air carriers are making customer and employee health and
safety a top priority. Each of the carriers at MFR has posted guidelines
for safe travel on their website. Carriers have also designed and posted
new, elevated sanitizing
procedures for every flight,
ticket counter, and boarding
area. The HEPA system
onboard planes provides
cleaner air than you would
find in a hospital operating
room! In addition to enhanced cleaning protocols, airlines are either limiting the
number of passengers to a percentage of full capacity or allowing passengers the
option to change flights when a certain capacity is reached. United Airlines has
even implemented a touchless bag drop process where passengers can print, tag,
and drop bags without touching a common screen or surface.

What’s Going on at MFR!?
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Taxi-lane Rehab Phase II project- This project will begin on July 6th.
MFR has greenlit the second phase of the taxi-lane rehab after a
successful first phase was completed last year. The project will
involve excavation and installation of underground valley gutters,
grading, strengthening, and repaving. This will also improve the
grade challenges with some of the hangars, and eliminate the
drainage of water from the hangar roofs onto the asphalt by diverting
the water directly underground. This project will go a long way to
ensure a good, functional, and high quality taxi-lane for our hangar
tenants. Phase 2 includes hangar rows D, E, and F. Airport Operations
will send updates to our tenants (and post notices at gates) when
there are significant changes to the schedule or if there is something
new to share. If you are a tenant in one of the north hangars please make sure Airport Operations has your email, as
this is the most efficient and timely means of communication. We are very excited about the finished product, and the
value this project will bring to our hangar tenants! If you have any questions, please contact Airport Operations at 541776-7228.
A new flight school is coming to MFR– If you have ever had a
desire to become a pilot for the airlines, or just fly your private
plane now’s your chance! MFR has always had flight instructors
on the airfield, but now students will have the opportunity to take their training to the very top and earn their Airline
Transport Pilot Certificate. In addition to private students Blue Raven Aviation will be working with high school students
from two local charter schools starting this Fall. Students at Crater Lake Charter Academy and REACH Charter School,
with the help of Southern Oregon Air Academy, will have the opportunity to earn their private pilot license, instrument
rating, and pass their commercial license written exam by the time they graduate high school. This program will take
students farther than any other program in the state.

Around the Airport!– You may have noticed our virtual airport tour on
Facebook and Instagram. Around the Airport is taking our followers out on
the airfield, behind the scenes on projects, and out to the general aviation
hangars. We are giving followers an up-close and personal look at
everything that is going on at MFR! Want to watch planes take off from the
airfield? Around the Airport! Want to see the ground crews pushing and
guiding planes up close? Around the Airport! Want to see the different
types of planes in the general aviation hangars, or catch a peek inside the
operations facility? Check out Around the Airport on our Facebook and
Instagram pages. For all the latest on Around the Airport, and what’s
happening here at MFR follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

What’s Going on at MFR Continued...
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MFR High Five Award - This award recognizes individuals
who go above and beyond their everyday duties.
Biannually, one exemplary employee will be chosen from
the nominees. The winner will receive a certificate, and
their name will be placed on a plaque that will be
prominently displayed in the Airport. Those who will be
eligible to win are on-airfield public service employees of
airlines, TSA, concessionaires (i.e.: car rental agencies,
restaurant, and gift shop), and FBO's. Entrants are
nominated by peers, who must complete and submit the
entry form. The nomination forms will be reviewed by the Airport Advisory Committee. The Committee will select a
winner from the nominations, and present them with their certificate at the next monthly Committee meeting.
KC-97 Reopens- The KC-97 is open again for parties, gatherings,
and meetings! The space has been a unique and loved venue to
host events for years, but the recent Coronavirus pandemic
forced MFR to close the plane to the public. Since Jackson
County has entered Phase 2 of its reopening, venues can begin
hosting events again. There are certain physical distancing, and
safety guidelines we request users follow. If you have a party,
event, or celebration, and you are looking for a unique venue to
host it, the KC-97 is ready! To book the space please contact
Airport Administration at (541) 776-7222 or email
airportadmin@jacksoncounty.org.
Sky Feet Collection by MFR! - On January 1st 2020 MFR kicked off it’s Sky Feet Collection by MFR! The socks are
available for purchase in the Tailwind Gift Shop pre and post-security. Tailwind is donating the profits from the sock
sales to the Children’s Advocacy Center. Aside from being one of a kind, the socks have a unique twist! Someone
wearing the socks can take a photo of their feet (in the socks), and post the pictures to Facebook or Instagram using
the hashtags #skyfeet and #flymfr. Each month a committee selects a winning photo and that person is entered to win
the grand prize at the end of the year, two round trip tickets on United Airlines! Below are the monthly winning photos
through May.

