Notice of Measure Election

SEL 802
rev 01/16 ORS 250 0 35, 250,041,

City

250.275, 2S0.285, 254.095, 254.465

Notice
Date of Notice

Ap ril 25, 2016

j Name of City or Cities

j Date of Election

M edford

November 8, 2016

Final Ballot Title The following is the final ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the city's voters. The ballot title notice has been
published and the ballot title challenge process has been completed.

Caption 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measure.
Prohibits the establishment of marijuana retailers in Medfo rd.

Question 20 words which plainly phrases the chief purpose of the measure.
Shall the City of Medford prohibit the establishment of marij uana retailers wi thin the City?

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect.
Stat e law allows operation of stat e-license d marijuana retailers. A ma riju ana retailer is an enti ty licensed by the Oregon Liquor
Cont rol Commission authorized t o sell marijuana items t o a consumer for their recreational use.
However, state law also permits a city council to adopt an ordinance prohibiting the establishment of marijua na retailers, which
must t hen be ref erred to the electors of the city for approva l.
On December 17, 2015, the Medford City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2015-133, which prohibits marijuana retailers from
operating w ith in the City.
A "yes" vote on this measu re will prohibit marijuana reta ilers from doing business within t h e City. A "no" vot e on this measure
will allow marijuana retailers to do business w ithin the City.
If this measure is approved, t he City wi ll be ineligible t o receive dist ributions of state marij uana t ax revenues and will be unable to
impose a local tax or fee on t he production, processing or sale of marij uana or any product into which marijuana has been
incorporated.

Explanatory Statement 500 words that impartially explains t he measure and its effect.
If t he coun ty is producing a voters' pamphlet an explanat ory stat ement must be drafted and attached to this form for:
-7 any measure referred by the city governing body; or
Explanatory Statement Atta ched?
~Yes
-7 any initiative or referendum, if required by local ordinance.
:~

Authorized City Official Not required to be notarized.
Name

I Title

Karen M. Spoonts

City Recorder

Mailing Address

I Contact Phone

411

w. 8th Street , M edford, OR 97501

541-774-20 17
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By signing this document:
w
r
-7 I hereby st ate t hat I am autho rized by th e city to subm it th is Not ice of M easure Elect ion; and
r1
U1
I
-7 I certify t hat notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot titl e challenge process for this rf{~ast.fi'e

comp leted.

Date Signed
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
Approval of this measure would prohibit the establishment of marijuana retailers within the City
of Medford. State law allows a marijuana retailer to sell marijuana items to a consumer for their
recreational use.
Measure 91, approved by Oregon voters in 2014 and amended by the Legislature in 2015,
provides that the Oregon Liquor Control Commission will license marijuana producers,
processors, wholesalers, and retailers. The 20 15 legislation permits a city council to adopt an
ordinance prohibiting the establishment of any of those entities within a city, but the council
must refer the measure of the ordinance to the voters at the next statewide general election.
The 2015 legislation also permits a city council to adopt an ordinance imposing up to a three
percent tax on the sale of marijuana items by a marijuana retailer within a city, which must also
be referred to the voters at the next statewide general election.
In light of the 2015 legislation, the Medford City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2015-133,
which prohibits the establishment of marijuana retailers, and referred the measure of the
ordinance to the electors of the City for approval at the November 8, 2016 statewide general
election. A marijuana retailer is defined by state law as an entity licensed by the Oregon Liquor
Control Commission to sell marijuana items to a consumer in this state. Marijuana items are
defined by state law as marijuana, cannabinoid products, cannabinoid concentrates and
cannabinoid extracts.
The Medford City Council also adopted Ordinance No. 2015-132, imposing a three percent tax
on the sale of marijuana items by a marijuana retailer, and referred the measure of that ordinance
to the electors of the City for approval at the November 8, 2016 statewide general election.
The Medford City Council purposefully adopted these inconsistent ordinances so that the City's
electors could decide whether marijuana retailers should be prohibited from operating within the
City, and if not prohibited, whether the City should impose a three percent tax on the sale of
marijuana items by marijuana retailers.
A "yes" vote on this measure will prohibit marijuana retailers from doing business within the
City. A "no" vote on this measure will allow marijuana retailers to do business within the City.
Approval of this measure has revenue impacts. Currently, ten percent of state marijuana tax
revenues will be distributed to cities to assist local law enforcement in performing their duties
under Measure 91. If approved, this measure would make the City of Medford ineligible to
receive distributions of state marijuana tax revenues. In addition, the City will not be able to
impose a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana items by a marijuana retailer within the City,
even if that measure also receives a majority of votes.

