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Notice

I Name of City or Cities

Date of Notice

I Date of Election

Medford

April 25, 2016

November 8, 2016

Final Ballot Title The following is the final ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the city's voters . The ballot title notice has been
published and the ballot title challenge process has been completed.
Caption

10 words which reasona bly identifies the subject of the mea sure.

Imposes city tax on marijuana retailer's sale of marijuana items.

Question 20 words which pla inly phrases the chief

purpose of the measure.

Shall the City of Medford impose a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana item s by a ma rijuana reta iler?

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect.
State law permits a city council to adopt an ordinance imposing up to a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana items within
the city by a marijuana retailer. A marijuana retailer may sell marijuana items to a consumer for t heir recreational use.
Approval of this measure would impose a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana items in t he City by a marijuana retailer.
Under state law, a city adopting an ordinance th at prohibits the establishment of state-licensed marijuana retailers may not
impose a tax on the production, processing or sale of marijuana, or any product int o which marijuana has been incorporated.
On December 17, 2015, the Medford City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2015-133, which proh ibits t he establishment of
marijuana retailers within the City. Ordinance No. 2015-133 has been referred to the electors for approval at t he November 8,

2016 statewide general election.
This measure would become operative only if it passes by a majority of votes and t he measure of Ordinance No. 2015-133 does
not pass by a majority of votes.

Explanatory Statement 500 words that

impartially explains the measure and its effect.

If th e county is producing a voters' pamphlet an explanatory statement must be drafted and att ached to t his form for:
-7 any measure referred by the city governing body; or
Explanatory Statement Attached? [81 Yes
-7 any initiative or referendum, if required by local ord inance.

Authorized City Official

Not required to be notarized.

I Title

Name
Karen M. Spoonts
Mailing Address
1
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411 W. 8 Street, Medford, OR 97501

City Recorder

I Contact Phone
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By signing this document:
I
-7 I hereby state that I am authorized by the city to submit this Notice of Measure Election; and
I
'-:"?
-7 I certify that notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot t itl e challenge process fo~ this ~as~
completed.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
Approval of this measure would impose a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana items by a
marijuana retailer within the City. A marijuana retailer is an entity licensed by the Oregon
Liquor Control Commission authorized to sell marijuana items to a consumer for their
recreational use. There are no restrictions on how the City may use the revenues generated by
this tax. However, this measure will become operative only if the ballot measure prohibiting the
establishment of marijuana retailers fails.
Measure 91, adopted by Oregon voters in November 2014 and amended by the Legislature in
2015, provides that the Oregon Liquor Control Commission will license marijuana producers,
processors, wholesalers and retailers. The 2015 legislation permits a city council to adopt an
ordinance imposing up to a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana items by marijuana retail
licensees in the city, but the council must submit the measure of the ordinance to the electors of
the city at the next statewide general election. Marijuana items are defined by state law as
marijuana, cannabinoid products, cannabinoid concentrates and cannabinoid extracts.
In light of the 2015 legislation, the Medford City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2015-132,
which imposes a three percent tax on the sale of marijuana items by a marijuana retailer within
the City. Pursuant to state law, the Medford City Council submitted the measure of Ordinance
No. 20 15-132 to the voters for approval at the November 8, 2016 statewide general election.
The 2015 legislation also permits a city council to adopt an ordinance prohibiting the
establishment of marijuana producers, processors, wholesalers, retailers and medical marijuana
dispensaries, which must then be referred to the electors of the city. On December 17''\ 2015,
the Medford City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2015-133, which prohibits the establishment
of marijuana retailers within the City. The City did not prohibit the establishment of marijuana
producers, processors, wholesalers or medical marijuana dispensaries. A marijuana retailer is
defined by state law as an entity licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission to sell
marijuana items to a consumer in this state. The measure of Ordinance No. 2015-133 has been
referred to the electors of the City for approval at the November 8, 2016 statewide general
election.
While the 2015 legislation permits a city to prohibit the establishment of marijuana producers,
processors, wholesalers, retailers and medical marijuana dispensaries, that city is subsequently
precluded from imposing a tax on the production, processing or sale of marijuana or any product
into which marijuana has been incorporated.
As a result, ifthe electors of the City pass Ordinance No. 2015-133, this tax measure will not
become operative, even if it also receives a majority of votes.

