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Attention
This is the beginning of your county voters’ pamphlet. The county portion of this joint voters’ pamphlet is
inserted in the center of the state portion. Each page of the county voters’ pamphlet is clearly marked with
a color bar on the outside edge. All information contained in the county portion of this pamphlet has been
assembled and printed by your county clerk.

Letterfrom
fromthe
theCounty
CountyClerk
Clerk
Letter
Jackson County Voters:
The Jackson County Voters’ Pamphlet is published to inform and educate voters about local
candidates and measures. Candidates are not required to be included in the voters’ pamphlet. All
of the candidate’s statements and measure arguments included were submitted along with a filing
fee. Only the applicable candidates and measures for your precinct will be on your ballot.
This is a closed party primary election for registered Democrats and Republicans. This simply
means that Democrats will be voting for Democrats and non-partisan offices and measures and
that Republicans will be voting for Republicans and non-partisan offices and measures. The
Independent party of Oregon is a major political party in Oregon and has opened their primary to
non-affiliated voters. You will want to be certain of your party status prior to the election. The
deadline for changing party affiliation is April 24th.
The May 15th 2018 primary election, as all elections in the State of Oregon, will be conducted by
mail. Ballots for the May 15th election are scheduled to be mailed in Jackson County Friday,
April 27th. The deadline for citizens currently not registered to vote in the State of Oregon
for the May 15th Primary Election is Tuesday, April 24th.
This pamphlet has been delivered to post-office mailing addresses. Therefore, the fact that you
received a pamphlet does not necessarily mean that you are a registered voter. Voters, currently
registered in the State of Oregon, but who have moved, changed their residential or mailing
address or name, must update their registration by close of business on election-day in order to
vote. Vote by mail ballots cannot be forwarded. If you need to register or update your
registration, you can do so online at www.oregonvotes.gov, or visit your local DMV and update
your voter registration, driver’s license or I.D. card at the same time. If you would like to
register or update your voter registration in person, we are located at 1101 West Main St., Suite
#201, Medford.
If you have any questions regarding the status of your voter registration or the election process,
please contact the Elections Office at 541-774-6148.
Ballots must be received by the Elections Office or deposited in an Official Drop Box not later
than 8:00 p.m., May 15th 2018 in order to be counted.
Sincerely,

Chris Walker
Jackson County Clerk
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Measure 15-175 Medford School District 549C (by referral)
Ballot Title

15-175

Authorizes General Obligation Bonds for Career and
Technical Education Facilities
QUESTION: Shall the District issue $25,000,000 of

bonds to construct and equip facilities to expand career
and technical pathways and programs? If the bonds are
approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or
property ownership that are not subject to the limits of
sections 11 and 11b, Article XI of the Oregon Constitution.
SUMMARY: If approved, this measure would authorize
Medford School District 549C to issue bonds to finance
capital costs related to the construction, equipping and
furnishing of career and technical education facilities at
district high schools including:
- Adding classrooms, computer labs, drafting labs, career
technical programs including but not limited to carpentry,
plumbing, electrical and HVAC, and other career pathways
- Relocation, repurposing, remodeling, or removal of existing
spaces as required for new construction or new pathways
- Additional paving and parking improvements
- Other capital improvements to District facilities
- Pay costs of issuance of the bonds
Bonds would mature in 21 years or less from date of issuance
and may be issued in one or more series.

Explanatory Statement
Medford School District No. 549C is proposing a $25 million
capital bond measure that would:
•	Provide career and technical education (CTE) classrooms
and laboratories in North Medford and South Medford high
schools;
•	Allow for the expansion of CTE course offerings to high
school students;
• Improve the quality of facilities and equipment already in
use in high school CTE programs;
•	Provide modern equipment for high school CTE programs;
•	Provide for the safety and security of students in CTE
programs.
The Medford School Board’s decision to place this measure on
the ballot is intended to increase available resources at both
high schools for certain types of CTE programs. The expansion
of career pathway learning options for high school students is
constrained by existing classroom and lab space to meet the
District’s goal to continue to expand CTE options for students.
The board sought and received community input during a
town hall meeting. Conceptual plans were developed with the
objective of building equal quality and equal quantity of CTE
program space at both high schools.
This bond measure would benefit high school students.
Specifically, it would:
•	Build carpentry, plumbing, electrical, heating, ventilation and
air conditioning classrooms and labs at North Medford High
School through a combination of mostly new construction
and some remodeling of existing buildings.
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•	Cover existing outdoor workspace at North Medford High
School.
•	Build carpentry, plumbing, electrical, heating, ventilation
and air conditioning classrooms at South Medford High
School through new construction.
•	Renovate and/or remodel existing space utilized for other
CTE programs.
•	Build parking, fencing, and sidewalks for the newly
constructed facilities.
•	Pay bond issuance, demolition and other building costs.
What would the Bond cost?
If approved, the 2019 incremental tax rate increase from
the current tax rate is estimated to be $0.12 per $1,000 of
assessed value or $31.80 for property assessed at $265,000.
The actual amount may differ depending on interest rates
incurred and changes in assessed value.
Informing the Public
District staff will provide monthly bond progress reports to the
Medford School Board and regular updates to the community.
(This information furnished by Brian Shumate, Superintendent, Medford
School District 549C.)

Measure 15-175 Arguments
Argument in Favor

Argument in Favor

Vote Yes On Measure 15-175

Business and Labor Support Measure 15-175

Because We Can’t Afford to Wait

Everyone knows business depends on a well-educated and
well-trained workforce.

In the Medford School District, students who take two or more
classes of career technical education (CTE) graduate at 94%;
16% above the district average of 78%.
While Measure 98 provided operational funding to add CTE
teachers and programs, our ability to expand these programs is
severely limited by available space in our high schools.
Our region, state, and nation are begging for a workforce
trained in the areas central to CTE programs, leaving many of
these high wage/high demand jobs unfilled.
An educated and trained work force is attractive to employers.
Shortages in construction trades have directly impacted building costs and housing shortages in our region and state.
Nearly half of Medford graduates do not enroll in post-secondary education. CTE programs in high school means students
can earn credit towards an associates degree or industry
certification requirement-- at a time when the cost of higher
education is out of reach for many.
More hands-on and career relevant programming at our high
schools will reduce the need for alternative education models
such as that provided at Central Medford, allowing full utilization of District buildings for future enrollment growth.
When students drop out, struggle with employment, or with
their footing in transition between school and workforce, they
are more apt to fail.

But in far too many cases, and particularly in vocational trades,
that workforce is aging and not being replaced by the younger
generation.
We can blame this on many things, but the de-emphasis on
vocational education in our high schools is a significant factor.
Exposing students to all kinds of careers, not just those requiring a costly four year college degree, gives them a choice.
Career Technical education, especially in jobs that are in high demand locally, means high school students can earn a living wage
after graduation. Should they choose to continue their education
after graduation, they have a means to pay as they go.
Employers can feel confident that they are investing in students
who are familiar with the requirements of the job, and are justifiably interested and invested in completing the apprenticeship
program.
Partnering with colleges and other community partners for adult
education means we maximize the use of this public investment
for our entire community.
Let’s build a thriving economy together by investing in the workforce of today and tomorrow.
Bill Thorndike, President Medford Fabrication
Steve Erb

Let’s give all students the opportunity to succeed, and build a
thriving community together!

Jessica Gomez, CEO Rogue Valley Microdevices

Medford School Board:

Tom Walker, CEO Adroit Construction Co., Inc

Bill Ihle

Lilia Caballero

Michael Campbell

Jeff Kinsella

IBEW Local 659

Suzanne Messer

Karen Starchvick

Cynthia Wright

Ted Curtius, Curtius-Huntley Plumbing Inc.
Local # 290

(This information furnished by Karen Starchvick, CTE Works.)

Southern Oregon Building Trades
Laz Ayala, KDA Homes LLC
NECA Pacific-Cascade Chapter
Jeff Thomas, Connecting Point
Allen Purdy, S+B James Construction Management
(This information furnished by Karen Starchvick, CTE Works.)

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by the
County of Jackson, nor does the county warrant the accuracy or truth of
any statement made in the argument.
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The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by the
County of Jackson, nor does the county warrant the accuracy or truth of
any statement made in the argument.

Measure 15-175 Arguments
Argument in Favor

Argument in Favor

Community Leaders Support Expanding Career Technical
Education

Join Stand for Children Oregon in voting YES on Measure 15175.

Oregon and the nation are embracing career technical education (CTE) for good reason.

We are a nonprofit organization of parents, students and educators committed to providing every student in Oregon with an
education that prepares them for life beyond high school.

CTE brings relevance to the classroom by connecting careers
to curriculum.
Kinesthetic learners, those who learn by doing, thrive under the
type of hands-on learning that goes on in a CTE class.
Due to cost, higher education is out of reach for many Medford
graduates. College articulation with CTE programs means
students can earn credit towards a two year degree.
Those who wish to go right into the workforce can do so. They
have been exposed to many career options that are high
demand and high wage in our area-- skills that will make them
a valuable apprentice.
Medford School District will let community partners use the
facilities for adult education-- to retool skills and return to the
workforce.
Finding relevance in school is difficult when concerns over
food and shelter exist. Disadvantaged students are more likely
to end up in costly alternative education settings, or drop out
altogether.
Expansion of CTE and career pathways helps challenged
students see a path out of their current situation—with hope for
a brighter future.

Measure 15-175 will issue $25 million in bonds to construct
and equip facilities to expand Career and Technical Education
(CTE) pathways and programs.
These programs prepare students for life after high school,
whether their path leads to college, a career, or both. CTE
programs include the skilled trades, technology, health occupations, engineering, and other job-related classes. Medford is
a state leader in modernizing and growing CTE opportunities,
and Measure 15-175 will continue that progress.
If approved, the measure would finance the construction and
furnishing of facilities at Medford’s high schools, including new
classrooms, computer labs, drafting labs, and shops adding
CTE programs including, but not limited to, carpentry, plumbing,
electrical and HVAC, and other career pathways.
The graduation rate for students enrolled in existing CTE programs at North Medford High School is 99%.
The graduation rate for students enrolled in existing CTE programs at South Medford High School is 92%.
This expansion will allow many more students to participate in
these programs than current space allows.

Lee Murdoch M.D.

Mary-Curtis Gramley

Michelle Blum Atkinson

Sunny Spicer

Every student in Oregon deserves a world-class education that
prepares them to succeed in college, a career, or both. Measure 15-175 helps ensure that students in Medford have access
to cutting-edge facilities that prepare them for high-paying jobs,
and provide them with the skills they need to succeed in the
classroom and beyond.

Tricia Prendergast

Kim Katic, Medford Schools Foundation

Stand for Children. Vote YES for Measure 15-175.

Maria Underwood

Kerri Hecox, M.D. MPH

Let’s work together to give them one. Vote Yes on Measure
15-175.
Dee Anne Everson

Peter Sage

Kathy Keesee-Morales, Mi Voz Cuenta
Ron Fox, former Executive Director SOREDI; retired

(This information furnished by Parasa Chanramy, Stand for Children
Oregon.)

Art Stevens, Partner: Black, Chapman, Petersen and Stevens
Peter Salant, Medford Schools Foundation, Salant Family Ranch
Marlene Rocio Yesquen, Yesquen Law
(This information furnished by Karen Starchvick, CTE Works.)

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by the
County of Jackson, nor does the county warrant the accuracy or truth of
any statement made in the argument.
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The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by the
County of Jackson, nor does the county warrant the accuracy or truth of
any statement made in the argument.

Jackson County
Commissioner, Position 1

Jackson County
Commissioner, Position 1

Rick
Dyer
Republican

Amy
Thuren
Democrat

Occupation: Jackson County
Commissioner, Position 1

Occupation: Executive Director, The Valley School.

Occupational Background:
Construction Contractor/Small
Business Owner; General Manager, Automotive Industry.

Occupational Background: Executive Director, American Red
Cross; Executive Director, Consumer Credit Counseling; Owner,
Thuren Consulting Services.

Educational Background:
Concord Law School, Juris Doctor; Southern Oregon University,
BS, Business Administration/Accounting; Hidden Valley High
School, Diploma.
Prior Governmental Experience: Jackson County Commissioner
Position 1, Elected 2014, Board Chair 2016, 2018; RTVD Board
of Directors, Elected 2009, Re-Elected 2013.
For over forty years Southern Oregon has been Rick’s home.
He was educated here, raised his family here, and started a
business here.
Rick’s background includes 25 years running and owning local
businesses, an educational background in law, business administration and accounting, and Jackson County Commissioner.
Rick has been instrumental in:
-The creation of the Southern Oregon RV Park
-Stabilizing the Fairgrounds for the community and the 4H
and FFA programs
-Bringing the Country Crossing Music Festival
-Expanding Airport parking and overseeing the transition of
our new Sheriff, Planning Director and Airport Director.
Rick believes that too often, we become divided even when our
goals are fundamentally the same. As a husband and father,
he knows firsthand that we all want to make a good living and
take care of our families. We want to help our seniors, children,
and local families when they need us the most and maintain our
commitment to public safety.
One of the hallmarks of Rick’s candidacy is fiscal conservatism. In
the first few years of service, with one of the lowest county property tax rates of any large county in Oregon, Jackson County:
-Remains fiscally stable and healthy.
-Reduced expenses almost 10%
-Grew general fund balances over $18 million
-Reduced debt by almost $17 million

Educational Background: American Leadership Forum Fellow;
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from University of California,
Santa Barbara; Restorative Justice Mediation Training.
Prior Governmental Experience: Jackson Care Connect,
Community Action Committee; Medford Arts Commission, Pillar
Project; SOU Youth Program Advisory Committee. Chair, Talent
Magnet School Board.
Community Improvement Projects: I have 15 years of community engagement, involving business and community partnerships,
some of which include:
-Chamber Leadership Project Lead 2014-2015, Natural
Playground in Hawthorne Park
-Southern Oregon Success, Education/Health Collaborative
-Jackson County United Way, Community Development
Committee
-Medford Rogue Rotary Club and Foundation Board
-Rogue Valley Timbers, Youth Soccer Coach
Budgeting and Crisis Services: County Commissioners have
set a 2017-2018 budget priority to preserve safety and health
related services. As the Executive Director of multiple organizations, I have been responsible for the planning, implementation,
and management of diverse budgets for organizations that
ensure continued emergency response, crisis housing, shelters
during forest fires, and financial safety net services.
As an Executive Director and a mother with school-aged
children, I have witnessed in my work and life the difficulty
facing families. Although we are surrounded by natural beauty,
extensive community activities, and a balanced quality of life,
we currently have a housing shortage and a lack of living wage
jobs. We cannot have healthy communities if people cannot
afford a home.
As a County Commissioner, I will work to address our
housing crisis and economic development so that we can
keep the Rogue Valley thriving for people of all ages to live,
work and play.

-Continues to grow a rainy day fund for future stability
Rick believes the quickest way to promote a strong economy is
being slow to tax, looking for opportunities to consolidate functions, and curtailing frivolous programs.
Rick has been there providing experienced leadership for
Jackson County. On Election Day, let’s make sure we’re there
for Rick Dyer.

(This information furnished by Rick Dyer.)

(This information furnished by Amy Thuren.)

The above information has not been verified for accuracy by the county.

The above information has not been verified for accuracy by the county.
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Jackson County
Commissioner, Position 3

Jackson County
Commissioner, Position 3

Colleen
Roberts
Republican

Lanita C
Witt
Democrat

Occupation: Jackson County
Commissioner; Business owner: Sensational Sweets, Inc. ,
Eagle Point; Church Keyboard/
Pianist: Foots Creek Chapel,
Gold Hill; Salvation Army Advisory Board Member.

Occupation: Rancher, farmer,
co-owner of Willow-Witt Ranch.

Occupational Background: Jackson County Commissioner 3
+ years serving
the citizens of Jackson County; Small Business
Jackson County
Commissioner, Position 3
Owner since
1987.
Colleen Roberts
Republican

Educational Background: MBA--Walden University; BS--University of Phoenix; Rogue River High School, graduate.
Prior Governmental Experience: Appointed Prospect School
District, budget committee, 2009-2014; Elected Precinct Committee Person- Precinct 23, 2009-2015; Elected in 2014-- Jackson
County Commissioner, 2015-current; Elected Association of O&C
Counties Board Member, 2016-current; Jackson County Budget
Committee, 2015-current; Inland Rogue Agricultural Water Quality
Advisory Committee Member, 2017-current.
Re-Elect Colleen Roberts
County Commissioner Position #3 - Republican
As a native Southern Oregonian, a small business owner, a
parent, and grandmother, I have a strong interest in being a
true economic champion and renewing hope for future generations in Jackson County.
I base all county decisions on the US and Oregon Constitutions
as well as Jackson County’s mission statement, and I work
to ensure our rights are not lost through political correctness,
economic indebtedness, or a culture that doesn’t value life.
Under my watch, Jackson County citizens have a welcomed
role in government involvement and participation, turning
the word transparency into a reality. Most importantly it is a
well-known fact that my office and phone have been, and will
continue to be, open to Jackson County citizens.
As a constitutional conservative, I have been a huge private
property rights advocate. In my three years of experience, as
your County Commissioner, I have become known for fighting for more local control and less Federal overreach. I have
argued for open forests, stood against decommissioning roads,
stood alone against dam removals, and voted for reduced fees.
As a fiscal watchdog, I am a strong conservative voice and vote
for the values of the people who put me in office.
Colleen Roberts – A True Conservative at the Helm
www.ReElectColleenRoberts.com
Email: colleen4commissioner@outlook.com
Phone/Text: 541.646.2878

Occupational Background:
Physician: Providence Medford
Medical Center, 2003-2016; ObGyn Health Center, Medford,
1986-2003; Ob-Gyn Practice,
Napa, California, 1980-1986; Elias Chico Clinic, East LA, 1979-1980.
Educational Background: UCLA, 4 year residency,1979; Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine, M.D., Phi Beta Kappa,1975; Texas
Woman’s University, B.S.1971.
Prior Governmental Experience: None.
A good physician listens carefully, considers all options, and
helps patients make the best decisions; I am running for
County Commissioner because these are the same skills our
public servants should have. I believe my experience gives me
a unique ability to serve the various needs of Jackson County
residents.
As owners of Willow-Witt Ranch, my family and I have developed a robust small farm business including the raising of
livestock, vegetable farming, farm-stay accommodations and
educational programs. I know the value of our county’s farmland and how to support small businesses.
After 30 years of ranching and forest management for timber production and fire resilience, I know the value of our resources.
As County Commissioner I will address:
•	LAND, FORESTS, and WATER: Protect farmlands, support our local agricultural economy, promote forest health,
and manage water resources.
•	ECONOMIC SECURITY: Focus on issues that address
education, poverty, hunger, and homelessness so we can
achieve a strong local economy.
•	PUBLIC HEALTH: Increase mental health care, substance abuse and addiction treatment, and address our
county jail system’s revolving door.
I’m proud of everything I have accomplished. I can do more for
our county with your help which is why I am asking for your vote.
Lanita Witt, M.D,
ENDORSEMENTS:
“As a physician, rancher and business owner, Lanita Witt
has helped make Jackson County a better place for all of us.
Her dedication to better forest management and farmland
preservation would serve us well on the County Commission.”
Bill Thorndike
“As a former County Commissioner, I know Lanita Witt
has what it takes to serve: Integrity, dedication, and hard
work.” Dave Gilmour, MD
www.lanitawitt.com

(This information furnished by Colleen Roberts.)

(This information furnished by Lanita C. Witt.)

The above information has not been verified for accuracy by the county.

The above information has not been verified for accuracy by the county.
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Voting Information
At the Primary Election of 2018 the voters of Jackson County will cast their votes on

-

their ballot as illustrated below. This page has been inserted into the Voters’ Pamphlet
as an aid for using this ballot.
1.

To ensure your vote counts, completely fill in the oval (

check your ballot!
Make sure you have completely
filled in the ovals next to your choices .

) with pen

(black or blue ink) to the left of the response of your choice.
2.

-

TO WRITE IN A NAME — write the name on the
solid line and fill in the oval (

) to the left of the write-in line.
If you vote for more candidates than
allowed, or if you vote both Yes and No on

EXAMPLE

a measure, it is called an overvote.

Your vote will not count for that candidate
or measure.

PRESIDENT (VOTE FOR ONE)
C) John Allen Doe

49 Thomas Jefferson
C) J.Q. Public
C)

You do not have to vote on all contests.
Those you do vote on will still count.

Write-in

Contact Jackson County Elections
for assistance if:

3.

DO NOT CROSS OUT — if you change your mind, contact the elections
department at 541-774-6148 for assistance.

➔

you make a m istake

➔

your ballot is damaged or spoiled
your ballot is lost

➔

or for any other reason .

Remember, if stated on your ballot,
vote both sides of your ballot.

Jackson County Elections
1101 W Main Street Suite 201
Medford OR 9750 1
541 774 6148
www.co.jackson.or.us

Drop Site Locations
OFFICIAL DROPSITE LOCATIONS (Opening Monday, April 30, 2018)
Jackson County Elections
1101 W. Main St., Suite 201
Medford, OR 97501

Curbside ballot drop box open 24 hours daily (left lane—W Main)
Elections office open 8 am to 4 pm
(7 am - 8 pm on Election day)

Ashland Library
410 Siskiyou Blvd.
Ashland, OR 97520

Curbside ballot drop box open 24 hours daily
(alley off Gresham St. by book drop)
Closes at 8 pm Election day

Central Point Library
116 S. 3rd St.
Central Point, OR 97502

Walk up ballot drop box open 24 hours daily
(south side of library building, main entrance)
Closes at 8 pm Election day

Eagle Point Library
239 W. Main St.
Eagle Point, OR 97524

Walk up ballot drop box open 24 hours daily
(library main branch entrance)
Closes at 8 pm Election day

Phoenix Library
510 W. 1st St.
Phoenix, OR 97535

Walk up ballot drop box open 24 hours daily
(library main branch entrance)
Closes at 8 pm Election day

Rogue River Library
412 E. Main St.
Rogue River, OR 97537

Walk up ballot drop box open 24 hours daily
(library main branch entrance)
Closes at 8 pm Election day

DEADLINE TO RECEIVE BALLOTS: 8 P.M. ELECTION DAY, May 15, 2018
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